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This C1’s journey began on Labor Day Weekend - 2011. 

After weeks of contemplating on a potential Corvette 
candidate, to replace my 1968 LeMans Blue Corvette (long 
story - ask me sometime). I flew into Phoenix to look at the 
car, it was a toss-up between a convertible bronze 1968 
Corvette, and the 1960 Corvette. I am positive my selection 
would have been the C3, if it wasn’t for a young teenager, 
and his girlfriend cruising a Tasco Turquoise C1 Corvette, 
next to Valley Fair Mall, several weeks before my search. 
Although, the 
C1 involved 
more work, 
more t ime , 
a n d m o r e 
m o n e y , I 
d e c i d e d t o 
have the car 
towed back 
to California. 
It was definitely not a looker, but more of a ja-lop-y [an old 
car in a dilapidated condition]. If I can only show you the 
look on my wife’s face. 

Almost 10 years later, the car has gone through a 
significant transformation. The car started with the removal 
of an incorrect 327 engine, then Renninger’s Frame 
performing the frame off work 
and suspension restoration; 
including new king pins, 
shocks, and springs. This 
portion of the build was a long 
tedious process and included 
many tow truck dispatches - 
yet this point was only the 
beginning. While saving for the 
paint job, I purchased a 
matching 283 (230HP) engine block, so the car was period 
correct. I consistently purchased dozens of individual 
engine parts until complete. My goal was keeping the car 

original using the NCRS 
guidelines as a reference, and 
give many thanks to Rare 
Corvettes, in Capitola for 
many original parts. Race 
Street Rally has also assisted 
with many of the unexpected 
mechanical repairs along the 
way. 

In 2017, Miracle of Pleasanton, performed some extensive 
fiberglass work, and gel coated the body before painting 
the car Honduras Maroon. Once the car was painted, of 
course, the transmission failed - requiring a total rebuild 
from Peninsula Transmission. Subsequently, the wiring 
harness was purchased, and I spent Christmas of that year 
rewiring the entire car. The remaining to-do list included: 
rebuilding the starter, generator, installing the engine, new 

exhaust, and having all gauges rebuilt. Last but not least, 
searching for original seat frames, seat belts, and seats. 
Prior to having the interior installed, new door panels, 
carpet kit, and seat covers were ordered from Al Knoch 
interiors. The seat belts were professionally refurbished by 
Snake Oyl in Texas. Recently, the interior was fitted by 
Artistic Vinyl, and Mountain View Auto Interiors. In early 
October, the hardtop was finally shipped home, after being 
restored in Pennsylvania, for 16 months. Glassworks had 
over 100 tops in their shop waiting to be overhauled, not to 
mention COVD-19 which impacted many of their suppliers.  

Funny side note, which seems simple, but one of the most 
d i f fi c u l t t a s k s t o 
complete was having 
DMV submit the YOM 
(year of manufacture) 
b l a c k o n y e l l o w 
l i c e n s e p l a t e s .  
Purchasing the plates 
and making sure they 
were “all clear” was 
the easy part. DMV 
originally took four 
hours (this was after 
my battery terminal disintegrated through the drive-up 
inspection) during my original appointment, since no one in 
the DMV office had ever submitted these types of plates, 
and I had to wait for someone to come back from lunch, so 
they could review the SOP on how to complete the 
paperwork. A month later, I was notified by DMV 
Sacramento that I needed a 1960 sticker on the plate, or 
they would be considered invalid. Remember in those days 
California did not yet have month and year renewal 
stickers. Fortunately, the company who restored the plates 
referred me to someone in Solano County who provided 
new stickers for YOM use. Finally, after 4 months, I got the 
car properly registered with correct vintage license plates 
after faxing an image to Sacramento with the 1960 
sticker.

I have been 
told I am a 
pretty patient 
p e r s o n . I 
w a s t r u l y 
tested with 
this project, 
f o r s u r e . 
Restorations 
a re su re l y 
not for the 
faint hearted, but it’s certainly true that good things come to 
those who wait. It’s an absolute fact, I have been blessed 
in so many different ways. 

    Ramulo Rimando 
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We made it 
Actually, we didn’t just make it, 
we did very well. For the 
community around us as well 

as for ourselves.  COVID has hit us all real hard 
but we have responded.  We figured out ways to 
stay connected to each other with Zoom, and 
helped others stay connected with drive by 
celebrations for birthdays and graduations.  We 
helped a blood bank, two food drives, and a toy 
drive.  When wildfires added insult to injury, we 
responded to that as well, supporting the Santa 
Cruz County Fire Response Fund.
I want to thank everyone who has stepped up 
and supported the community around us in this 
very difficult time.  Through your generosity and 
with matching funds, Santa Clara Corvettes 
members have collectively raised over $15,000 
this year.  That’s outstanding.            
It doesn’t stop there either.  Some car clubs 
folded up their tents this year because they 
couldn’t figure out what a car club was without 
face to face car events, front and center.  SCC 
members have stepped up to that challenge as 
well.
We kept doing what we always did, just with a 
different spin on it to address our COVID 

realities.  First of all we kept producing First 
Class Glass.  When it wasn’t safe to have face to 
face meetings, we learned how to have online 
meetings.  When we couldn’t have our big social 
events we started having smaller online events-
but we kept in touch. Individual members met, 
outside in small groups of 3 or 4, socially distant, 
like when Cliff’s new C8 arrived.  And when we 
lost Buzz, we mourned outside at his memorial 
service or in our cars as we drove by silently.
We monitored the state and county Health 
Orders, looking for guidance and a safe opening 
to gather together again.  That opportunity finally 
opened up for our Motorsports team and they 
safely ran 7 days of first class Autocross events. 
When the Veterans Day parade was cancelled, 
we created a new page on our website to honor 
our Veterans.  To acknowledge the significant 
reduct ion in our usual c lub act iv i t ies, 
membership renewal dues were waived for 
2021.  While all that was going on, we even 
improved our website. 
Thanks to everyone who pitched in this year to 
make this all happen.  
I wish you all a happy and safe holiday season.
See you next year!
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Welcome Santa Clara Corvettes!

It is all about the journey when 
you are rolling in America’s sports 
car, the Corvette. The Gemini 
Crew is gassed up, provisions 
and luggage loaded, and wine in 

tow as no road trip would be complete without it, we take 
to the highways and byways. 

Road tripping gives you the freedom to explore different 
scenery along the way. Calaveras County had plenty to do 
and see. Check out our itinerary:

Lunch in Copperopolis. Baldi’s located in The Square at 
Copper Valley offers great American faire that satisfies the 
most sophisticated palate. Try the crab salad sandwich or 
x-rated grilled cheese.

Shopping in Murphys.  A charming town reminiscent of 
yesteryear with one of kind artisanal craft shops like The 
Spice Tin. The Spice Tin has well over a hundred varieties 
of herbs, spices, salts, and sugars. This husband and wife 
duo travel the world to collect spices. Shari picked up 

some espresso and gingerbread sugars and I am told they 
will make an appearance this holiday season as a sugar-
rimmed cocktail or atop a snickerdoodle. 

Columbia. Cowboy boots optional at Columbia State Park. 
A little western town steeped in Gold Rush history is a fun 
place to explore. Saddle up to the Douglass Saloon and 
enjoy a homemade sarsaparilla, make a personalized 
horseshoe at Parrotts’ Blacksmith, or mine for gold. 

After coloring the Sierras, I turned to club business and 
explore membership: 

At the close of November our membership went from 183 
to 184. Yes, we got a new member, so let us welcome 
Patrick Murphy to the Santa Clara Corvettes, he has not 
one but two Corvettes, a C2-1967 Black Convertible with 
350 HP and a C3-1969 Green Convertible with 390 HP.

This is a SCC reminder that 2021 WSCC dues of $35.00 
are due no later than the 15th of December. Please don’t 
be late.

 

 
 Suspension 

 Tire Shaving 

 Brakes 

 Lowering kits 

 Tire rack installa-
tion center 

 Tire Truing 

Quality work for a quality car 

Custom Alignment 
(650) 961-5311     2599 Wyandotte Dr. MV      www.customalignment.com 

Welcome!
Al Thompson - Membership Director

Al Thompson
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       140 Mart invale Lane, San Jose, CA  95119
Phone #:  408/898-4632  Emai l :  MikeM@TPSMotorsports.com

Fluids @ TPS... 100% Made in the USA!
0% Financing up to 1  Year
-36  Month  Terms Available

TPS Motorsports is proud to announce our Speedlab installa�on center to service performance
enthusiasts in Northern California. Since 2008 TPS Motorsports has been providing performance
enthusiasts with products and services for their American Performance Cars, SUVs, and Trucks.

TPS offers expert diagnos�c, service and installa�on of performance parts for most GM, Ford, and
Mopar vehicles. No other performance shop in Northern California offers the knowledge of CARB
compliant and legal parts for your vehicle. Off road and race setups available also.

TPS Motorsports Speedlab Services
-Diagnos�c & service of GM, Ford, and Mopar vehicles
-Expert consulta�on of CARB Legal Upgrades
-Expert installa�on of CARB Legal Performance Parts
-Expert suspension & race setup
-Offroad and racing setups available
-Expert custom fabrica�on

TPS Mot or spor t s SpeedLab
Installa�on & Service Center Now Open!

Major Sponsor  of  Corvette  Spectacular  Show  &   AutoCross 
Competitions  2019/ 2020.   Discounts given to SCC Members

TPS Speedlab is located  in Santa
Clara by appointment only. Open
Monday-Friday from 10AM-7PM, 
Saturdays available by appointment.

3500HP

DynoCom

Dynonometer

Available
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Hopefully by now all of that 
Thanksgiving turkey has been 
enjoyed as your primary meal, 
l e f t o v e r s a n d t u r k e y 

sandwiches.  This year is certainly a different 
celebration for most of us but nonetheless we 
can be thankful that we are still progressing 
toward finding a vaccine and being turned loose 
again!

Our “Give Thanks” TGIF zoom call was very 
entertaining. Much of the call was spent in 
discussion of the problem with C7 Grand Sport/
Z06 wheels cracking. After x-raying David 
Johnston’s very cracked wheel Lee Klynn is 
pulling together an article (for future publication) 
regarding his findings. There was talk of using 
the cracked wheels as Christmas tree bases and 
art projects.

Soon our conversation turned to Thanksgiving 
traditions and what some of our families do to 
celebrate. Sandy Mendia shared her family’s 
traditional celebration at her brother’s farm. They 
always get a big bang out of it (if you want more 
details, talk to Sandy!).

Sadly (but wisely) the Southern Oregon Corvette 
Association has decided to cancel their July 
event. (Many of us had planned to go and have 
already made our hotel reservations.) We are 
disappointed but understand. Here is their 
message:

“The Southern Oregon Corvette Association 
(SOCA) Board of Directors has decided to 
cancel plans for the SOCA Corvette Weekend in 
Grants Pass, Oregon, scheduled for next year 
from July 9 to 11, 2021.

We were hoping the positive news of the 
development of effective  COVID-19 vaccines 
would allow us to continue plans to host this very 

popular Southern Oregon 
event that  supports  local 
charities. However, who would 
have believed back in March of this year the 
State of Oregon Department of Health 
restrictions on large-gathering events would still 
be in effect eight months later? 

The  SOCA  Board believes there is too much 
remaining uncertainty to go to the effort to plan 
an event the size of Corvette Weekend, only to 
have it cancelled at the last minute by Oregon 
State health mandates. In addition, we do not 
want to create a situation that could create 
a coronavirus transmission that results in severe 
illness or death to participants.

We very much appreciate your past support of 
the first 28 Corvette Weekend  events, and we 
hope to be able to schedule the 29th Corvette 
Weekend after 2021.”

With any luck and good vaccine distribution 
perhaps we will be able to move forward with 
Jim Agar’s plan to visit Bryce and Zion in 
September of 2021. (BTW, he is a member of 
the Fresno club, not the Monterey Club).

Our next virtual TGIT will be on December 17 
(5:00 – 7:00) – this TGIT will be themed “Ugly 
Sweaters”. Break out those sweaters that only 
get worn once a year and join the party. We 
would also like to see the worst “white elephant” 
gifts as well.

Onwards friends….

Social Directors
Cheryl Klynn & Linda Lariz

Cheryl and Linda
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What is happening with the “C8 Watch” Now? 
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Campbell Auto Restoration is your  
source for parts, service, restoration, 
paint/body and high performance tuning 
of Corvettes from 1 95 3  to now.  

We offer the following services and 
parts;  

Concours level restoration,  
Detailing and service,  
Track prep and tuning,  
Modifying and upgrading of all Corvettes.  
 
Baer Brake Systems,  
Recaro seats,  
Hotchkis Sport Suspension,   
Edelbrock superchargers...  

26 0 Cristich Lane A- 1    Campbell, Ca. 95 008  

4 08.3 7 1 .5 5 22  
E - mail cmblautore@sbcglobal.net  

www.campbellautorestoration.com  

“Built to be Driven”“Built to be Driven”   

_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

Here is the latest info I was able to find out on the C8 Watch.  At the time of this writing, 
GM has things looking better than ever for C8 production, as Corvette Action Center 
reports that production has stabilized with two shifts churning out 186 cars per day on 
average.  As a result, the start of production of the 2021 model is being moved up 
significantly.  In a production update released to Chevrolet dealers on Thursday morning, 
GM said that 2021 Chevrolet Corvette production is now set to start December 8 - nearly 
a month earlier than it had been expected to begin.

Zero to 60 mph in 3 seconds not fast enough for you?  Excerpts from GM Authority article 
by Sam McEachern on Nov 26, 2020 wrote this about a new supercharger for C8.  ‘Now 

Kansas City-based company ProCharger claims to have developed a solution to the problem. The company’s new 
centrifugal supercharger system for the C8 Corvette is allegedly capable of boosting the output of the factory GM 
6.2L LT2 V8 engine from 495 horsepower to over 700 horsepower. The details on this new C8 Corvette compatible 
supercharger system are slim for the moment, but the company says that it will be a bolt-on intercooled system 
that can run on pump gas.  ProCharger also released a video this week of one of its supercharged C8 Corvette 
development cars revving and doing a burnout, which was accompanied by the tagline: “What does a 700 
horsepower LT2 sound like?”  “Thanks to the amazing engineers at ProCharger, the world’s first bolt on 
supercharger system for the Corvette C8 platform, is just around the corner,” the company said on its website.’

So if you do not want to wait for the Z06 you can wait for ProCharger to come out with their bolt on 
supercharger coming soon they say.  Check out the link to the article and the video.  https://
gmauthority.com/blog/2020/11/procharger-announces-supercharger-kit-for-c8-corvette-video/

Stay tuned for more to come on the latest C8 Watch.
Geno Brickey 

https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt2/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt2/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/2020/11/procharger-announces-supercharger-kit-for-c8-corvette-video/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/2020/11/procharger-announces-supercharger-kit-for-c8-corvette-video/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/chevrolet/corvette/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt2/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/gm/gm-engines/lt2/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/2020/11/procharger-announces-supercharger-kit-for-c8-corvette-video/
https://gmauthority.com/blog/2020/11/procharger-announces-supercharger-kit-for-c8-corvette-video/
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408-249-0985
Fax 408-249-0981

John@wardellauto.com

3667 Stevens Creek Blvd.
Santa Clara, CA 95051

service for our Customers.” 
 

 

“Faith in our Mission, Faith in our Team,
Faith that we are doing the right

John Wardell
General Manager

Wardell Auto Interiors and Tops is
dedicated to providing quality interior
restorations, as well as minor repairs on
your vehicle. Any interior color, design
and fabric for any vehicle, year, make and
model. All projects are completed at our
facility. Our technicians are trusted
professionals with decades of experience
in the industry. We truly value our
customers complete satisfaction!  

Our List Of Services
• Air Bag Replacement
  & Diagnostics
• Audio & Navigation
• Auto Glass
• Back Up Cameras & Sensors
• Boat & RV Interiors
• Car Alarms
• Carpet Replacement
• Convertible Tops
• Dash Repair & Replacement
• Dealership Warranty Work
• Fleet Services
• Headliners
• Hot Rod & Vintage interiors
• Insurance Work
• Leather Repair/Replacement
• Mobile Services
• Motorcycle Seats
• OEM Matching Materials
• Vinyl Repair & Dye Work
• Vinyl Tops

BigWheels.net  408-744-9433 
1265 Birchwood Drive   Sunnyvale, CA 94089 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Custom Wheels, Tires, Suspension & Brakes 
 

We specialize in correctly fitting Big Wheels & Tires 
to Corvettes, Muscle Cars, Sports Cars, Hot Rods, 

Customs & Classic Cars & Trucks.  
 

We use Hunter equipment for Mounting and 
Balancing .  

 

Please check our website.  It has an application 
database that will display what will properly fit your 

vehicle. 
 

Call with your questions and for our expert advice. 
Installation is available.                    Ask for Barry. 
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The 2020 Corvette Earns a Spot on Wards 10 Best Interiors for 2020
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After years of being the Rodney Dangerfield of car interiors, at 
least in the eyes of some magazine reviewers, the C8 Corvette is 
finally getting some reverence. 

The latest show of respect came this week when Wards named 
the new mid-engine Corvette to its list of the 10 Best Interiors 
for 2020. 

“A passerby need only look through the window,” Wards gushes, 
“to recognize the latest Corvette interior takes a monumental 
leap in styling, quality and materials relative to past efforts.” 

They further note that the “groundbreaking achievement” of the 
2020 interior is evident to any driver lucky enough to climb 
behind the wheel, praising its “premium leather-wrapped 
instrument panel, the tastefully applied carbon-fiber trim, the 
handsomely configured push-button transmission that saves 
precious room in the center console, and the microsuede used 
generously on the instrument panel, center console, door trim, 
steering wheel, headliner, and pillar trim.”  
One juror wrote that despite the use of several materials, the 
interior was “well done” and “achieved great harmony between 
the metal, plastic, carbon fiber and microsuede.” Along those 
lines, another juror praised Chevy for being able to match the 
shade of the various materials in the Natural Dipped interior, in 
particular. 

They even liked the most controversial part of the interior – the 
long row of buttons descending on the center console between 
driver and passenger, pointing out “still, the driver does not feel 
penned in and all controls are ergonomically accessible” in “the 
comfiest Corvette yet.” They even said the design seems to wrap 
the driver in a “high-performance cocoon.” 

Chief Engineer Tadge Juechter also earned praise for insisting 
that no corners be cut in building the new interior, “and for that 
we thank him,” Wards says.  
Lest you think it was just the premium $11,950 3LT interior that 
caught the eye of the reviewers, Wards says owners “should be 
impressed with whichever interior you choose.” 

Also earning plaudits was the “remarkably quiet” cabin,  even 
with the 495-hp V8 roaring at high rpm just inches behind the 
ears of the passengers. 

The new powerplant, by the way, earlier earned a spot on Wards 
10 Best Engines & Propulsion Systems for 2020 thanks to its 
“excellent sound management” among several other reasons. 

Wards summed up its appraisal of the C8 interior by borrowing 
a  phrase  from “Top Gun”:  “The sexy,  C8 Corvette’s  alluring 
exterior is writing checks this dramatic interior is fully capable 
of cashing.”  
Source: 
Wards Auto

 
Reprint from CorvetteBlogger.com

Related: 
MotorWeek Bestows Two Awards on the 2020 Corvette 
Including Drivers’ Choice Best of the Year 
[VIDEO] C8 Corvette Stingray Named 2020 North American 
Car of the Year 
The C8 Corvette Stingray is Named MotorTrend’s Car of the 
Year

https://www.corvetteblogger.com/category/corvettes/c8-corvette/
https://www.wardsauto.com/10-best-interiors/winner-mid-engine-c8-corvette-interior-best-yet
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/02/07/motorweek-bestows-two-awards-on-the-2020-corvette-including-drivers-choice-best-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/02/07/motorweek-bestows-two-awards-on-the-2020-corvette-including-drivers-choice-best-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/13/video-c8-corvette-stingray-named-2020-north-american-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/13/video-c8-corvette-stingray-named-2020-north-american-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/11/19/the-c8-corvette-stingray-is-named-motortrends-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/11/19/the-c8-corvette-stingray-is-named-motortrends-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/category/corvettes/c8-corvette/
https://www.wardsauto.com/10-best-interiors/winner-mid-engine-c8-corvette-interior-best-yet
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/02/07/motorweek-bestows-two-awards-on-the-2020-corvette-including-drivers-choice-best-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/02/07/motorweek-bestows-two-awards-on-the-2020-corvette-including-drivers-choice-best-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/13/video-c8-corvette-stingray-named-2020-north-american-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2020/01/13/video-c8-corvette-stingray-named-2020-north-american-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/11/19/the-c8-corvette-stingray-is-named-motortrends-car-of-the-year/
https://www.corvetteblogger.com/2019/11/19/the-c8-corvette-stingray-is-named-motortrends-car-of-the-year/


Cathedral of Faith Toy Drive-thru
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It was a cool Fall morning and all were in a good mood-ready for one of the most popular of the annual events. In a “normal” 
year we would be arriving at the Cathedral of Faith ready to partake of their famous pancake breakfast and check out the 
assemblage of eclectic cars assembled for the San Jose Classic Chevy Club’s car show/toy and food drive. This year, 
however, due to Covid-19 restrictions, after we assembled in the VTA Park and Ride lot across from the Cathedral we 
performed a “drive-thru”. Sixteen Corvettes (plus one Honda Fit, one Viper and one Lambo) slowly entered the parking lot 

and drove past the pop-up tent 
stopping only to transfer the toys to the 
volunteers from the SJCCC. Then we 
followed the twisty road to exit the 
grounds, saluting Romulo who was 
near the exit counting cars and, one-

by-one, disappeared 
into the still-early 
morning. 

Felt good about the 
toy drive donations 
a n d s e e i n g o u r 
Corvette buddies (if 
o n l y f o r 2 0 - 3 0 
minutes) but sad 
about missing the 
show and having a 
l o n g e r t i m e t o 
socialize with the 
other SCC members. 
That’s 2020 for you.

Dave Johnston



TPS CARS and COFFEE  11-15–20
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On November 15, 2020 the monthly gathering of Cars and Coffee at Bass Pro Shops parking lot in San Jose 
was well attended.
Mike Mak of TPS Motorsports, one of our club sponsors and also a sponsor of the San Jose Mustangs 
encouraged the Santa Clara Corvettes members to attend the monthly gathering. There were over 200 cars 
including ~20 Corvettes and many other cars including a McLaren, Lamborghini, Challengers, Cobras, Camaros, 
and many Mustangs. It was a nice casual get-together with face masks being worn & social distancing followed. 
This event occurs monthly with the next one on Sunday, December  20.

Jeanne Corrinne continued on page 14



TPS CARS and COFFEE 11-15–20
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THE 
GRILLHOUSE 

TOMMY JACKSON 
FOUNDER 

OFFICE: 408.677 .4355 
tommy@thegrillhousewest.com 
1087 Meridian Ave # 10 
San Jose, CA 95125 

WEST 

SOCIAL MEDIA: @TGHWest 

'P □

Place Your Color Business 
Card Size Ad Here

Contact
Cameron Brown 

at
cambrown47@gmail.com

mailto:cambrown47@gmail.com
mailto:cambrown47@gmail.com
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Replacement
Installation

Repair
Service

(408) 499-0494

PG&E Rebates up to

$4,000
*To qualified customers

Financing Available

For 6-18 months
*Upon approval

0DOWN
% APR

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
LIC#1031326

Free Wi-Fi thermostat with every install
5%off for senior citizens & Corvette Club customers

HEATING, COOLING
AND INSULATION



Copycats?
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Did Corvette designers copy an Italian design that pre-dated the legendary 1963 Sting Ray split-window coupe 
by at least 10 years? 

One could certainly make a case that the concept of the split window coupe sports car originated with the Alfa 
Romeo BAT cars displayed first at the 1953 Turin Auto Show. From 1953 through 1955, Alfa’s three BAT 
concepts, the BAT 5 (1953), the BAT 7 (1954) and the BAT 9 (1955) were all shown consecutively at each 
year’s annual show in Turin. 

BAT was the popular abbreviation for the styling by Berlina Aerodinamica Tecnica and the three cars were 
designed and built for Alfa Romeo by fellow Turin firm Carrozzeria Bertone. The design was intended to explore 
the limits of aerodynamic design on a production-car chassis (a new Sprint 1900). The split-window theme was 
carried throughout the three generations and aided in producing a still-stunning 0.23 coefficient of drag. The 
2,200-lb, 115-hp coupe was able to reach 124 mph without the use of wind tunnels or computer-aided design.

After the third car was designed and built the three were never shown together in public until the 1989 and 
2005 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance although they have been featured lately at the Blackhawk Museum 
in Danville where a number of SCC members viewed them after a WSCC car show at Blackhawk Plaza. The 
BAT trio have been the property of a single owner since the ’89 Pebble Beach showing. They have recently 
been auctioned off and sold for $14.8 million.

Compare the 1963 Corvette and the BAT cars and you can see the similarities of the rear split-window but also 
some of the “boat-tail” design influences. Remember, the BAT cars were first shown in 1953 while the Corvette 
appeared in 1963. Do you think that Larry Shinoda, principal designer of the ’63 Corvette, was influenced by 
Frank Scaglione, designer of the BAT cars? Was GM a copycat?                                                           

Dave Johnston



Copycats?
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YOU & YOURVETTE
On The Best Tracks

In The West

There’s a reason Corvettes 
are one of the most popular &  
capable cars on the track.  

Connect with your fellow Corvette comrades for an 
adrenalin-fueled track event with the Nation’s #1 rated 
non-competitive HPDE organization, HOD. 
You don’t have a ‘Vette? No problem. 
All cars are welcome. We might lap 
you... but we will not judge you.

 Non-Competitive Environment

 Top-Tier Coaches & Staff

 Industry Leading Safety

 All Drivers Welcome

Hooked On Corvettes
Thunderhill Raceway�

Sign up @ HookedOnDriving.com



Cruise with Corvettes of Lodi, a sister WSCC club
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On Saturday morning, Nov 14, Bob and Joannie Nastasi 
drove 1-1/2 hours north to Lodi to meet up with a friend 
who is a “Corvettes of Lodi” member. We were guests of 
the Club and cruised with 18 Corvettes (C5’s, C6’s, C7’s 
and one C8.) After a brief driver meeting, we headed up 

Hwy 88, Hwy 104 and Hwy 49 then on into Sutter Creek, 
about 45 minute drive. 

We had to cruise the entire couple of blocks of main street 
downtown (Old Rt. 49), past all of the antique stores and 

shops to get to the public parking lot where there was 
plenty of parking for us all. Lots of attention, cameras came 
out and lots of waving from the shoppers as the “eye 

c a n d y ” o f 
Corvettes went 
by! How fun! 

A L o d i c l u b 
m e m b e r ’ s 
daughter works 
at the historic 
Hotel and we 
were all treated 
to VIP service 
at the outdoor 
back patio with 

heaters, fine food and a bar.  The weather cooperated with 
no rain, some sunshine and cool air to make it a perfect 
autumn day. 

Buy Your SCC Clubwear Here
Hi everyone! Sure miss seeing everyone at meetings and 
social gatherings. Zoom TGITs and monthly meetings are a 
great way to catch up with other members and keep up to 
date with what happens in the club, but not the same as 
seeing you in person. Let's hope 2021 is a better year!

Tired of wearing your same old SCC clubwear?  Tired of 
seeing your significant other wearing the same old SCC 
clubwear?  Need a Christmas gift for your favorite Corvetter?

I got just what you need - hats, shirts and more! 

If you would like to purchase clubwear from our inventory or 
would like more information about an item, please contact me. 
Stay safe and see you next year!

Jan Minearo, Clubwear Chairperson
JMinearo@yahoo.com 
408-859-8301 Women’s

Hat’s

Men’s



What’s News?
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A Suite Gem in the Sierras by Shari Thompson

Longing for the great outdoors or simply itching to get off 
the grid? Pack your bags and 
explore your wanderlust at this 
rustic-luxe bed and breakfast. 
Rewards of savory food, fantastic 
wines and exceptional service 
await you at this off the beaten 
path establishment. Black Bear 
Inn is a hidden jewel amongst the 
big trees in Arnold, CA. 

Proprietors of the all-suite bed 
and breakfast Wendi and Bruce 
Davison have thoughtfully created 
a warm and inviting space for you 

to celebrate or relax and simply be. Wendi and Bruce go 
above and beyond to make you feel special.    From the 

w i n e a n d c h e e s e 
reception that includes 
authentic wines and a 
mini charcuterie board 
curated to your taste, 
the Lindt chocolates 
a n d R i e d e l w i n e 
glasses in the room (a 
welcomed surpr ise 

compared to the waxy paper 
cups offered at other spots) to 
the hand-made hospitality. 
Wendi knew we were Corvette 
enthusiasts and worked with 
the loca l baker to have 
individually wrapped gourmet 
car shaped cookies with all our 
names as a ‘welcome in’ treat.

Black Bear Inn offers five 
exclusive private uniquely 

designed suites. We stayed in the Tuscan inspired suite 
with the built for two jacuzzi tub and old-fashioned free-
standing fireplace.

Every morning our culinary trained host prepared a 
delicious and plentiful breakfast to start the day. Prior to our 
arrival we discussed our dining options and worked with 
Bruce to craft a Gemini Crew centric menu and secure 
reservations at a local restaurant named Dogwood for our 
second night. The restaurant, which seemed more like a 
house as serves up elite classic American cuisine and was 
within walking distance of the Inn, no designated driver 
needed.

After dinner we returned to the Inn grabbed our drink of 
choice be it wine, beer or bourbon and relaxed to the funky 
sounds provided by DJ Lisa P.

New Disney+ Series Makes for Good 
Corvette Spotting                                   
By Corvette Museum October 22 

The Star Voyagers known as Astronauts and Corvette have a connection 
known by many in the Corvette world. A new series on the streaming 
platform, Disney+, entitled The Right Stuff tells the story of the Mercury 
Seven and what it takes to be the first of firsts. The series based on the 
bestselling novel by Tom Wolfe follows the 7 men vying to become the first 
man in space.

After being put through rigorous training these former test pilots still have 
a need for speed, one of them being Alan Shepard. In episode 2, Shepard 
takes a trip to Rathmann Chevrolet where he encounters Jim Rathmann. 
Shepard is looking to make a deal for a part-time driver during his stay in Florida and Mr. Rathmann makes him a deal he just 

can’t refuse. For a small fee of $1, Shepard drives off the lot in a new Corvette.

Corvettes are seen numerous times in the following episode being driven by the 
other members of the Mercury Seven who made a visit to Rathmann Chevrolet 
as well. Three episodes of the 8-part mini-series are now available on Disney+ 
with a new episode dropping each Friday. The entire series will be available for 
viewing on Friday,  November 20th.

National Corvette Museum News

_______________________________________________________________________

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/author/katie/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/author/katie/


What’s News?

� - Santa Clara Corvettes - First Class Glass23

 

Yuriy Lavor 



24 - Santa Clara Corvettes - First Class Glass

Stuart Calhoon and Collins Orton 
Co-Motorsports Directors for 2020 
and 2021

All Auto-X Results for 2020 can be found at https://
sccorvettes.org/event-results/ Thank you to all the SCC 
members that supported our Auto-X events in 2020. It was 
tough, difficult but that little bit of normalcy that we all crave 
right now. 

The world-famous Pink Tire ‘B’ Hat was being held by Ron 
Minearo up until the final Auto-X day Nov. 1. Collins 
Orton wrested the award away from Ron and is now the 
proud holder of this coveted award. This special hat is 
awarded to an SCC Auto-X competitor that qualifies using 
an elaborate handicapping system administered by Stuart 
Calhoon. Collins will be required to wear the “Pink Tire ‘B’ 
Hat” at all SCC events until a new winner is declared after 
the first Auto-X event in 2021. The competition for the Tire 
‘B’ Hat will be intense! Join the fun.

Auto-X plans for 2021. We expect to be back at the Cow 
P a l a c e i n 
2 0 2 1 . T h e 
fac i l i ty has 
many good 
attributes and 
is really the 
only site that 
is consistently 
available. We 
are working 
on a schedule 
and hope to 
have at least 
4 weekends and 2-3 single day mixed in. There may be 
some partnering opportunities as well with the other Auto-X 
clubs. We have made many new friends with the other 
clubs and want to continue to cultivate those relationships. 

For 2020, Stanislaus County has seriously restricted any 
activity at Crow's Landing due to Covid 19. We hope 2021 
is better for those groups using this site. 

NBCA plans for two weekends, in 2021, at Thunderhill. 
D a t e s a r e 
ten ta t i ve ly 
J u n e 5 - 6 
a n d S e p t . 
P l e a s e 
c o n s i d e r 
making the 
trip to help 
ou r fe l l ow 

WSCC club with their events.

Our Auto-X efforts are only possible 
because of the Auto-X Army. Stuart 
and I want everyone, in 
the Auto-X Army, to 
know how much we 
appreciate all your help. 
SCC volunteers and 
some from other clubs 
make these events 
work. To improve our 
performance in 2021 
we are looking for a 
couple of club members 
that can help with some specific tasks. We need a 
computer tech that can help to run MotorsportsReg.com, 
our online registration system. Stuart Calhoon has 
developed this system into a fine, well running tool but we 
really need a second person to take on some of the 
responsibility. Please contact Stuart or me to discuss. You 
do not have to be an Auto-X racer to assist with this. A 
second area where we need to add qualified technician is 
our Timing system at the events. The system is really 
working quite well but again we would like to train a couple 
more operators to create a wider knowledge base. Some 
computer skills are needed. Please contact Stuart or me.

There is a Comp Code Revision Committee forming to 
work on the reduction in the number of car classes for 
auto-X. We ran a trial this year that reduced the number of 
classes from 52 down to less than 20. This helped us run 
better events. More cars in class makes for better 
competition. Stuart will be the lead for this work with 
WSCC. Volunteers to help with this work are requested. 

Stuart Calhoon and Collins Orton have agreed to 
continue as SCC Co-Motorsports Directors in 2021. 

Thank you to everyone that participated, and made 
possible, our successful Auto-X season. 

Collins Orton & Stuart Calhoon: 
Competition, Motorsports

Collins Orton and Stuart Calhoon 

https://sccorvettes.org/event-results/
https://sccorvettes.org/event-results/
https://sccorvettes.org/event-results/
https://sccorvettes.org/event-results/
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W h o H a d t h e F i r s t 
Express Oil Change?

As the automobile became a 
common fixture into the 
1930’s, testing became more 
prevalent into World War II, 

on cars, and airplanes ultimately recognizing SAE-30 as 
an indust ry s tandard. Throughout the years , 
advancements have been 
made with synthetic oils for 
maximum lubrication, and 
engine life, and how we 
service our vehicles. 

Like car washes, the oil 
change industry began its 
transformation in the 1970’s.
Jiffy Lube’s documented 
history goes back to Ogden, 
Utah - 1971. Removing 
drivers from the constraints of 
the dealership - car owners 
now had another vehicle service option. On their website 
they do claim one of the industry’s first quickie oil 
changes. In addition, Jiffy Lube would also like to receive 
recognition for the oil change sticker on the windshield. 

Edwin Washburn is credited to have started a franchise 

o f J i f f y Lube loca t ions 
throughout Utah. Fast forward 
to 1979 when football coach 
James Hindman purchased an 

estimated seven locations and 
started what is known as Jiffy Lube International. Today it 
is currently a publicly traded company that is a subsidiary 
of Pennzoil Oil, and well known car care establishment. 
Coincidently, Jim Lunceford also started Express Oil, circa 
1979, this time in Birmingham, Alabama.

It’s very interesting that Oil Stop also would like us to 
know that they occupied an abandoned gas station in 
Petaluma, Ca in 1984, which is also an early player in the 
quick lube industry. If you disagree with these oil change 
pioneers, lets take a look at Auto OiLube; then you are on 
the right track to the earliest roots of the express oil 
change. Auto OiLube’s history actually traces back to a 
gentleman named Dick Wellington, residing in Mansfield, 
Ohio. Costa Oil’s research actually dates Auto OiLube’s 
10 minute oil change back to the Fall of 1966. 

In modern times it is very 
normal to see oil change 
services not only at your local 
dealership, but at many 
garages which now provide oil 
changes as a value add to 
their offering of personalized 
services. Midas Mufflers, Pep 
Boys, Oil Changers, SpeeDee, 
Firestone, and even Walmart 
are just a few to name of 
many established oil change 
garages. Additionally, many of 
these service providers can 
also offer change of light 
bulbs, coolant, windshield 
wipers, air filters while you are 
getting an oil change. 

Oil changes, and car care are important in the winter 
months, but is also good time to follow-up on any required 
service for your Corvette, or daily driver. SCC vendors 
may offer similar maintenance services, and specialized 
repair, for your convenience. It is always a good idea to 
review your vehicles maintenance schedule, and check 
the last time your vehicle had an oil change. 

Romulo Rimando: Competition
Car Show

Romulo
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       140 Mart invale Lane, San Jose, CA  95119
Phone #:  408/898-4632  Emai l :  MikeM@TPSMotorsports.com

0% Financing up to 1  Year
-36  Month  Terms Available

Stoptech, Wilwood & Baer 
GM Big Brake Upgrade Kits
-Includes rotors,
stainless lines, calipers!

Ask for details!

Aldan American Coilovers

-American Made, Lifetime Warranty
-Adjustable & height adjustable
-Free Thrust Bearing Upgrade

$1249
C5/ C6

from $749

Borla, Corsa, Akrapovic
Magnaflow, Billy Boat, &
more exhausts!

TPS Motorsports C5 C6 C7
1-7/8”Long Tube Headers!

$899
-American Made, Lifetime Warranty
-Full Stainless Steel, 1-7/8”

CSC Super WideBody Kit

-Includes front & rear fenders, liners
-Wider than ZR1!  Made in USA!

$2599

SKF Racing Hubs

-Designed after the C6 ZR1 Hub!
-Available for all C5 & C6

$345
From

Corbeau  Racing Seats
-Reclineable & Leather Avail!

-Fits C3, C4, C5, C6, C7

More Suppotive 
than stock seats!

$369

NO MORE BRAKE DUST!
Available for all CORVETTES!

$269!
from

From only

C6 Z06 & Grand Sport
Powder Coated Calipers

Many colors available incl.- custom ones

$629
C7 Powder Coated
Brake Calipers

Available for base, Z51, Z06/ GS

$629

Many colors available incl.- custom ones

C4, C5, C6, C7 Supercharger Kits!!!

RPM Bolt In Rollbars

-American Made, Lifetime Warranty
-4, 6, 8, 10 Point Available

DRAG
HPDE
AUTOX

TPS Attack
Short Shifer
C5/ C6/ C7

$129

From

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
MAINTINANCE, AVAILABLE 

@ OUR TPS SPEEDLAB!

C5 & C6 Powder Coated
Brake Calipers/ Brackets

Available for 97-13!

$329

Get rid of those UGLY stock brake calipers

From

Many colors available incl.- custom ones

C7 Side Skirts & Front Spliter kits
from $489

C6/ C6 Z06 Side Skirts Front Spliter kits
from $359

C5 C6 Shock Upgrade
Kit w/ C6 Z06 Shocks

$359
Let us swap out your factory brake pads
with high performance LOW DUST pads
to eliminate brake dust on your whees! 

Great upgrade 
for  C5/C6!
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*custom design & installation  *window tinting  *security systems  *radar/laser detectors 

*home stereo and theater experience with voice control  *LED lighting   

*multi-room audio. *sound bars. *surround sound systems  *performance upgrades 

 
4180 Stevens Creek Blvd.            Mon - Fri:  10 am - 6:30 pm            

      San Jose     95129                                              Sat:   9 am   –   5 pm 
                408.241.4300 
        v                                                                                       Discounts offered to SCC members 
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408.747.9000 | us462@alphagraphics.com
Print | Marketing & Design | Signs | Technological Solutions

BLENDMOUNT.COM

BILLET  ALUMINUM  RADAR  DETECTOR
AND  DASHCAM  MOUNTS

1-888-497-8388

Place Your Business Card Size Black 
and White Ad Here

Contact 
Cameron Brown 

at
cambrown47@gmail.com

mailto:cambrown47@gmail.com
mailto:cambrown47@gmail.com
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 2020 Board of Directors

President: Greg Selzer
510-913-4905

Vice-President:  Cameron Brown
408-267-8849 cambrown47@gmail.com

Secretary: Ken Jacksteit
kj2196@gmail.com

Social Directors: Cheryl Klynn and Linda Lariz
Cheryl: 650-207-4497 Cheryl.Klynn@gmail.com

Linda: 408-802-1755  linda@playnlearnpreschool.com

Publications Directors: Geno Brickey and Steve Wells
Geno: 408-952-9133 geno116@sbcglobal.net

Steve: 408-365-7707 corvette@wizardtechlab.com

Treasurer: Alan Templeton
 Treasurer@sccorvettes.org 

Motorsports Director: Stuart Calhoon & Collins Orton
Stuart: stuvette@gmail.com

Collins: 650-208-9035 PipeDr96@outlook.com

Car Show Director: Romulo Rimando  
408-499-7353 

Membership Director: Al Thompson
310-877-5377 SCCorvettes.membership@gmail.com

Appointed Positions
SCC Historian: Keith Mendia

408-268-7411  keithmendia@gmail.com

WSCC Representative: Malcolm Lawton
408-464-1538  mbl123@hotmail.com

National Corvette Museum Ambassador: 

 

Social Media: Mike Mak
Mikem@tpsmotorsports.com

Points Chair: Sandy Mendia
408-888-0643  sandymendia81@gmail.com

           Hospitality Chair: Ken Edgar 
408-355-5035  banyon51@aol.com

Club Wear Chair: Jan Minearo
 408-859-8301 Jminearo@yahoo.com

Goodwill Ambassador: Shirley Svindal
408-247-4881 svindal2@comcast.net

Corvette Spectacular Chairs: 
David Wilson: 408-464-4444 

Nicole Wilson: Nicole121wilson@gmail.com

FIRST CLASS GLASS
The monthly publication of the Santa Clara Corvettes club 

Incorporated in 1975
Mailing Address:

Santa Clara Corvettes
P.O. Box 2634

Santa Clara, CA 95055-2634
Statements appearing in FIRST CLASS GLASS are those of the authors and 

do not necessarily constitute an opinion of SCC, officers, or editors. 
Permission to reprint any material herein is granted provided full credit is 

given to First Class Glass, SCC, and the author(s). First Class Glass is not 
affiliated with General Motors. “Corvette” and the Corvette emblem are 

registered trademarks of General Motors, Inc.

Race Street Rally
Serving Santa Clara Corvettes for 40 Years 

1995 Lafayette Street, Santa Clara
(408) 980-0866

Five Star Reviews by Facebook, Yelp, BirdEye 
and Yellow Pages

Servicing all generations of Corvettes

Max Krewson has completely restored and rebuilt two Mid-Year 
cars and engines for SCC member Chuck Cry who is totally 
pleased with the results. “Max is trustworthy, knowledgeable 

and always has time for his customers”.

mailto:cambrown47@gmail.com
mailto:kj2196@gmail.com
mailto:linda@playnlearnpreschool.com
mailto:geno116@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Treasurer@sccorvettes.org
mailto:stuvette@gmail.com
mailto:PipeDr96@outlook.com
mailto:SCCorvettes.membership@gmail.com
mailto:svindal2@comcast.net
mailto:cambrown47@gmail.com
mailto:kj2196@gmail.com
mailto:linda@playnlearnpreschool.com
mailto:geno116@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Treasurer@sccorvettes.org
mailto:stuvette@gmail.com
mailto:PipeDr96@outlook.com
mailto:SCCorvettes.membership@gmail.com
mailto:svindal2@comcast.net


01 - Gary Jones
03 - Sue Clark
05 - Carol Beck
06 - Sandy Davis
07 - Brian Barlow
10 - Julie Bradford
14 - Tom Halcin
14 - Cynthia Jacobson
14 - David Jacobson
14 - Patrick Murphy
17 - Ken Jacksteit
19 - Greg Selzer
22 - Geneva Leighton
24 - Jerry Svindal
27 - Ron Minearo
28 - Mike O’Rourke
31 - John Warner

SCC Upcoming Events!

*Some dates may be added after this goes to press so always check the sccorvettes.org website for the most 
current information.

January 2021
   Sun    Mon   Tue    Wed    Thu     Fri      Sat 

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 22 23
24 25 27 29 30

31      

21

28

December 2020
   Sun    Mon   Tue    Wed    Thu     Fri      Sat 

3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11

11 14 15 16 18 19

20 21 22 23 25

27 28 29 30

     

24

31

December Birthdays

17

26

December Anniversaries

12

26

13
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1 2

2 Zoom Social at 6:30pm and Zoom 
Business Meeting at 7:00 pm

10 Hanukkah begins
17 TGIT “Ugly Sweaters”, 5-7pm
21 Winter Begins
22 Zoom Board Meeting starts 6:30 pm
25 Christmas Day
26 Kwanzaa begins
31 New Years Eve 

1 New Years Day 2021
6 Zoom Social at 6:30pm and Zoom 

Business Meeting at 7:00pm
18 Martin Luther King Birthday
27 Zoom Board Meeting at 6:30 pm

2008 - Jack Atkinson
2012 - David Katz
2014 - Sue Kennedy
2014 - Tim Kennedy
2015 - Joe Costellano 
2016 - Dawson Mabey
2017 - Linda Reisinger
2019 - Dana Angus
2019 - Steven Angus
2019 - Joseph Dellamano

We are Flying Low Tonight
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Santa Clara Corvettes is a not-for-profit organization formed to appreciate the Chevrolet Corvette. Our monthly business meetings are 
held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Los Altos Masonic Building, 146 Main Street in downtown Los Altos (1/2 block up 

from San Antonio Rd.) Meetings start at 7:00 PM. All interested Corvette owners and enthusiasts are invited to attend. For more 
information, contact anyone on the Board of Directors, or write to: Santa Clara Corvettes, P.O. Box 2634, Santa Clara, CA 

95055-2634. Visit us on the internet at www.sccorvettes.org for information, pictures, and the latest events.

 To:

Postage

P.O. Box 2634
Santa Clara, CA

95055-2634

More photos from TPS Cars & Coffee 11-15-20

We don’t need no stinking truck!!

http://www.sccorvettes.org
http://www.sccorvettes.org

