
        April      2017

   MOLLIE fetches Best  
  Time of Day at Auto-X! 
  “We knew Border Collies were smart,  
  but this is ridiculous!”



Precision
Driving Begins Here.

Drive hard. Relax in style.
Learn the professional racing skills of Ron   

Fellows in a new C7 StingrayTM.  Relax   

between sessions in the comfort of our   

8000 sq. foot clubhouse and take advantage  

of exclusive club amenities.

www.ronfellowsdrivingschool.com 

1.800.391.6891

      FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ONLINE REG
   WWW.HOOKEDONDRIVING.COM OR CALL 888.999.0678 TODAY!
“IT’S ABOUT GETTING YOU ON THE TRACK!”

 GETTING YOU ON TRACK

CORVETTES ALWAYS WELCOME!

HOOKED ON CORVETTE  
HOOKED ON COR  
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 President - Stuart Calhoon  
 From The Driver’s Seat

Cover Car

A h h … 
Spring  is  in  the 
air.   The  rains 

have let  up,  and 
people  are  getting  their  Corvettes  out  of 
their  garages.   It  always  feels  good  to 
Release  the  Kraken  (and  all  Corvette 
owners have one). 

I was thinking about all the ways members 
of SCC can have fun with their Corvettes -- 
it's  an  impressive  list.   Socials  (TGIF's, 
picnics, award banquets), driving tours (1-
day  tours  to  wineries  cheese  factories,  or 
who knows where, all the way up to ~ 3-
week tours with the Atkinson's), car shows 
(official  WSCC  shows  and  others  we 
support),  competition  driving  events 
(autocrosses  and  drag  races),  "spirited" 
driving  events  (track  days),  as  well  as 
educational  events  (how  to  detail  your 
card,  or  make  it  go  faster,  etc).   Plus  we 
have great business meetings.  

How  expensive  is  it  to  be  a  member  of 
SCC?   There  has  been  some  discussion 
about this lately.  Our annual membership 
fees are $68 for an individual (or $82 for a 
Family membership).   $25 of that goes to 
the WSCC, so the club nets $43 (or $57) per 

year.   So what do you get for your money?  
First off, the newsletter, when printed and 
mailed to a member, costs the club $84 per 
year.  So if all you do is sit home and read 
the  newsletter,  you're  getting  more  than 
your money's worth.  

We heavily subsidize two main events per 
year  --  the  Awards  Banquet  in  January 
(where $25 gets you a $55 meal),  and the 
Annual Picnic, where $10 gets you a great 
BBQ luncheon and you get your $10 back.  
And speaking of the Awards Banquet, all of 
the  awards,  including  the  special  gift  for 
the top 25% of participants, come to you at 
no  charge.   In  addition,  most  of  our 
sponsors give members discounts,  so you 
can save real  money there.   These are all 
examples  of  the  club  giving  back  to  the 
members.  

If  you  go  on  an  Atkinson  trip,  you're 
getting  the  benefit  of  Yolanda's  first  rate 
planning  skills,  including  discounts  on 
hotels  and  activities.   Any  4,000-mile 
driving trip is going to be expensive, but it 
could be a lot worse.  If you buy club wear, 
you  get  the  advantage  of  getting  it  at 
dealer's cost.  So yes, you can spend a lot of 
money being a member of SCC, but your 
dollars are going a long way.    

Now we are trying to get members to read 
their  newsletter  on  line,  so  while  [non-
attenders  -ed]  might  lose  that  "hard  copy" 
benefit,  I  don't  really consider that a loss.  
You  still  get  to  read  (and  save)  every 
newsletter.  The money the club realizes in 
newsletter  savings  will  allow  us  to  keep 
giving  our  members  all  these  subsidized 
meals and other benefits.  So the more you 
participate, the more value you get.  

The  money  that  actually  pays  for  our 
activities and awards comes from two main 
sources  --  the  Corvette  Spectacular  car 
show,  and  our  sponsors.   As  a  non-for-
profit club, our philosophy is to give excess 
money back to our members (or to charities 
at the end of the year).  

So I see SCC as a huge win-win scenario.  
All  of  the  members  get  lots  of  value  for 
their buck, and our sponsors get a shot at 
the  huge  buying  power  our  members 
represent.   We've got  a  good thing going 
here. 

Stuart

On April 1st, Mollie Sue Sprague grabbed 
the keys to the 2002 Corvette Convertible 
that Dad purchased last August and 
headed to the track so quickly you’d have 
thought someone shouted “squirrel!” At the 
end of the day, and to everyone’s surprise, 
Mollie’s performance on the course earned 
her Best Time of Day, B****es class.

“Coulda’ bowled me over with a feather,” 
said Mollie’s adopted Mom, Wendy, “I 
didn’t think she even knew how to drive a 
manual.”

In the cover photo we see her chillin’ 
behind the wheel after a morning drive up 
to Lake Anderson in Morgan Hill.



  - Santa Clara Corvettes - First Class Glass4



  - Santa Clara Corvettes - First Class Glass5

Welcome! 
Cliff Martin - Membership Director

As  we  enter  the 
beautiful  month 
of  April  we  have 

190  members  consisting  of  122 
memberships  (54  individuals  and 
68 family).  We also gained one new 
member,  Richard  Kelly,  he  has  a 
1968 Blue C3.  Please join with me 
and welcome Richard to  our  SCC 
family.

Last month I spoke of an informal 
mentoring program, I would like to 
reinforce  my  request  to  all 
members  to  "SHAKE  A  HAND, 
MAKE A FRIEND".  Recall the time 
when  you  initially  entered  the 
room  at  your  first  business 
meeting,  feeling  somewhat 
intimidated.   Without  club 
members  support  new  members 
feel  somewhat  awkward.   They 
joined SCC for  many reasons  and 
first  of  all  need  to  feel  they  are 
sincerely  welcomed.   I  would  to 

thank you club members for all you 
do to  embrace  our  new members.  
For  our  new  members;  you  are 
truly  welcomed  into  this  fantastic 
club, but remember that you need 
to become actively involved in the 
numerous  club  functions.   Recall 
when  you  completed  the 
membership  application  form  and 
checked  a  box  of  something  of 
interest  to  you,  well  here  is  your 
opportunity!   Seek  out  members 
and  ask  questions,  check  the 
website  for  dates  of  upcoming 
events  and  volunteer.   Get 
involved,  volunteer,  have  fun and 
remember SCC is only as strong as 
our  members  involvement  in  club 
activities.   

Additionally I have been updating 
our  membership  roster  as  well  as 
the SCC website member profiles.  I 
would  like  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  to  members 

responding  to  the  inquires  for 
information, also a huge thank you 
to  Shirley  Martin.   She  has  been 
extremely instrumental in assisting 
with  the  profile  updating  process.  
We  have  much  work  to  do  and 
hope to have all  the data updated 
in  the  next  several  months.   So  if 
you  receive  a  request  for  profile 
data  please  respond  as  soon  as 
possible. 

In  January  of  this  year  you  all 
should  have  received  your  new 
SCC  membership  cards.   For 
anyone who had not received that 
card  or  in  need  of  your 
membership  badge,  please  let  me 
know.   I  have  a  number  of  cards 
and badges  the  are  awaiting their 
owners, they are available for you 
at  each  of  our  monthly  business 
meetings.  

Cliff

P I R T D A O R L O V E 
S B A S E B A L L W S X 
F L O W E R S L O W H Y 
R O R E H T O M P S A N 
E S O C A M P G I M M N 
S S L L O V N R C A R U 
H O N I S I I E N R O B 
O M N I R A C E I C C A 
M S U P A P W N C H K E 
E A S T E R A S S A R G 

SPRING 

SPRING 
FRESH 
EASTER 
BUNNY 
PICNIC 
FLOWERS 
BASEBALL 
BLOSSOMS 
SUN 
ROADTRIP 
GREEN 
GRASS 
CAMP 
RAIN 

IRISH 
SHAMROCK 
APRIL 
FOOLS 
TRICK 
MARCH 
MAY 
NEW 
LOVE 
MOTHER 
HOME 
RACE 
CAR 
SLOW

Fun StuffFun Stuff
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Paul Duran (408) 464-6499



                                    

On  March  16th,  SCC  gathered  at 
Bennigan’s  for our March TGIT event.   It 
was nice to revisit one of our regular spots 
and  reminded  us  what  a  great  place  this  will  be  to  visit  this 
summer.  That being said, we are all geared up to try a new spot.  
On April  13, we will  get a chance to enjoy the company of our 
friends at Longhorn Charcoal Pit located at 102 E Fremont Ave in 
Sunnyvale.   From  ribs  and  chicken  to  steaks  and  salmon,  The 
Longhorn has it all.  See you all starting at 4pm.
On Monday, April 24 we will do something we used to enjoy all 
the time but it somehow has fallen through the cracks over the last 
few years. Movie Night! We will start with dinner at KnockOut 
Sports Bar & Grill.  You’ll remember this was the place we went 
for the wildly popular TGIT in January. We will once again have 
the whole front section blocked off  for our use.   We will  arrive 
starting at 4:30.  Somewhere around 6:20 we will caravan 2 miles 
to the AMC Mercado Theater where we will see The Fate of The 
Furious.  Food  and  drinks  with  our  friends  followed  by  mind 
boggling car chases.  Sounds like a perfect Monday evening.  I am 
working on getting us some discount passes so stay tuned.

Nicole Wilson has been working hard to put the finishing touches 
on Vettes and Vino.   On Saturday, May 13th we will caravan to 
Paso Robles for a weekend of wine, cheese, and cars. We will start 
with a private cave tour and tasting at Eberle Winery.  Then we 
will head over to Le Vigne Winery where we will enjoy a private 
tasting with a generous cheese pairing and charcuterie plates.  Le 
Vigne is also the home to an amazing world class cheese shop for 
those that want to splurge.  Our last winery stop will  be Shale 
Oak.  This  absolutely  gorgeous  winery  is  known  for  their 
sustainability and environmental consciousness – as well as their 
amazing wines.  I can guarantee some of our members will end up 
joining their wine club.  Nicole is still in the planning phase for our 
dinner location which will be announced soon.  She has secured us 
a great rate at  the Adelaide Inn (805)238-2770.   Make sure you 
mention you’re with SCC to get the $161 rate.  Sunday we will be 
taking a leisurely drive home through a scenic route provided by 
Jack Atkinson.  For those wishing for more adventure, we have a 
rate of $134.10 for Sunday night.  Those who stay another night 
will get to enjoy additional wine tasting and more on Sunday as 
well as a gourmet wine pairing dinner Sunday night.  Cost for all 
the tours,  tastings,  and pairings on Saturday is  $50 per  person.  
Advance registration is required.

Keep an eye on the calendar at www.sccorvettes.org for the latest 
updates.

“Live For Today...Plan For Tomorrow...Party Tonight!”

Social Directors 
Keith Mendia & David Wilson

When  David  and  I  started 
talking  about  revisiting  the 

DeRose Winery  & Auto Museum 
in early January, we were unsure how many members would sign 
up since we had visited there about 5 years ago.  We thought that 
the new members of the club would love it and we could get more 
since  it  is  such  a  cool  place.  We  expected  to  have  around  30 
members for the event so we contacted Pat DeRose to see if we 
could  make  it  work.  Pat  remembered us  from before  and was 
excited  to  hear  that  we  wanted  to  come  again.  The  date  that 
worked best for us was March 11, 2017 but the auto museum is 
only open one day a month and that was not that day.  Pat needed 
to get a team together to get the cars ready and docents to lead the 
museum tour.  He called us back and said our date would work.  
Sandy  and  I  drove  down  to  meet  him  and  get  all  the  details 
worked out.

When we opened the event up to the club, the reception was good 
at the start and people signed up and it looked like 30 members 
was a good guess. As we got closer to the date the list kept getting 
longer and the weather was looking to cooperate. We decided to 
make a nice cruise of the day and planned the drive through the 
foothills  of  Morgan  Hill  and  Gilroy  taking  back  roads  to 
Hollister.  The meeting place for the caravan was the Wells Fargo 
Bank lot off Almaden Expressway which is usually not too full on 
Saturday mornings.  By the time Saturday 3/11 rolled around we 
had over  60  people  signed up but  that  morning there  were 80 
people  and  their  Vettes  in  the  lot  ready  to  go.  That  was 
impressive!  The  caravan  worked  very  well  and  we  stayed 
together for most of the trip and I am sure was really impressive 
to see.

We arrived at DeRose on time, parked and went inside to meet Pat 
and his team.  Half of us went to see the cars while the other half 
learned about their wines and did some tasting.  About noon the 
groups  traded  places  and  experiences.  When  the  tours  and 
tastings  were  done,  many  members  purchased  their  favorite 
DeRose wines and we said good bye to Pat and family.  We were 
now headed back down the 7 mile road through the Hollister hills 
to the town of Hollister and lunch at the Paine’s Restaurant and 
Bar which has been in business since 1929.  We had arranged with 
them  to  open  just  for  our  group  as  they  normally  close  from 
1-4pm to prepare for the dinner crowd. We had 68 of our group 
show up for lunch and just about filled the restaurant. We were 
treated to a great meal and excellent service and I think everyone 
of  our  group  enjoyed  it.  We  love  going  to  family  owned 
restaurants and this is the reason why.

All in all, it was a very fun day where everything worked out.  It 
will go down as one of our best attended Social events of 2017.  
Thanks to all of you who participated and we hope it will be one 
of your favorite SCC Social events.

DavidKeith

http://www.sccorvettes.org
http://www.sccorvettes.org
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The car show season 
has begun!
Leo Chan, owner of Detail Addict in 

Santa Clara, held a detail clinic for our club on March 19. 
Although others might have different opinions, here are some 
highlights from his presentation:

Always use two buckets to wash your car, one with warm soapy 
water and the other with rinse water to keep your wash mitt 
clean. Both buckets should have grit guards. Use a microfiber 
mitt to wash your car. If your soapy water begins to look dirty, 
you are not doing an adequate job of rinsing your wash mitt or 
need to change mitts. You may be transferring dirt back onto 
your car and scratching the paint. Most paint scratches are 
caused by poor car washing techniques. Never use a sponge to 
wash your car. Leo only uses compressed air to blow water out 
of crevices. He does not recommend using air or a water blade to 
dry cars. He does not care for the California car duster.

Costco sells inexpensive microfiber towels that can scratch the 
paint. Use them for the wheels and interior. Use a high quality 
waffle weave microfiber towel to dry your car. Microfiber towels 

should be washed separately. Do not use powder detergent, 
fabric softener or high heat on microfiber towels.  Do not wash 
towels used for different purposes together to avoid such 
problems as contaminating the towels you use for drying your 
car with dirt from the wheels.

Leo starts with the wheels, moves to the top, then the upper half 
of the car and then the lower half. He does not want soap to dry 
on the car. 

Dry the glass first. He uses a regular microfiber towel for drying 
or cleaning glass and uses a suede microfiber towel for polishing 
the glass, similar to the cloths that are used on eyeglasses.

He highly recommends the Porter Cable 7424xp for polishing. 
The polisher may be ordered through Detail Addict, Amazon or 
other online retailers. 

Many people use too much wax when they detail their cars. 

He also offers individual detailing classes.

Upcoming car shows: 
April 23, A Legend on Display at Blackhawk Plaza in Danville. 
All registration is onsite, but please sign up at the April business 
meeting as NCCA would like to know how many cars are 
coming from our club. I have made lunch reservations for noon 
at the Fieldhouse Sports Grill and need a head count.

April 29, Picnic in the Park car show at Micke Grove Park in 
Lodi. Pre-registration before April 10 is $25. Registration rises to 
$30 April 10 and later.

May 20, Abel Chevrolet All GM Car Show at Abel Chevrolet in 
Rio Vista. Register online for free.

June 10, Vette-O-Rama at Todos Santos Plaza in Concord.

June 29, Mountain View Thursday Night Live. This is our 
show. We need five more cars.

Dave Katz: Competition, Car Shows 

 Dave

 

470 East Brokaw Road  
San Jose, CA 95112 
(408) 453-9875  

FAX (408) 417-5098

Free 
Estim

ates
!

Miguel España: President & Owner 
 email: 

carstarespanas@carstarusa.com 

website: www.espanascr.com

Save the 
Date! 

Andy and Scarlett are 
again hosting their fabulous pool 

party on JUNE 3. The pool has been remodeled, 
there’s new turf, and a hot tub waiting for you. 

mailto:carstarespanas@carstarusa.com
http://www.espanascr.com
mailto:carstarespanas@carstarusa.com
http://www.espanascr.com
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Note: Automotive Enterprises is in the process of moving nearby. They look forward to your business at the new location soon.



  - Santa Clara Corvettes - First Class Glass10

410 N. Santa Cruz Ave.
Los Gatos, CA 95030

No one will work harder than 
I will to get you the highest 

possible offer and the best terms 
for the sale of your home!

RON MINEARO
P: 408.355.1559  |  M: 408.859.8302

License# 01093345
rminearo@cbnorcal.com

www.ronminearo.com

For April, we asked members to 
submit their favorite jokes. 
Here are a few that had us 
chuckling in the pressroom… 

Why are redneck crimes so hard to 
solve?

1. Because everyone has the same 
DNA and there are no dental records.

2. Because the suspect was described 
as driving a truck with a beer in one 
hand and a shotgun in the other.

Dave Katz. & Cheryl Klynn (similar 
taste in jokes, apparently!)

A dog walks into a bar. "I'm looking 
for the man who shot my paw.” 

A priest, a rabbi and a duck walk into 
a bar. The bartender says, "What is 
this, some kind of joke?” 

-Cheryl V. 

A church's bell ringer passed away. So 
they posted the position and a man came 
in with no arms wanting the job. The 
clergy weren't sure he could do it, but he 
convinced them to let him try it.

They climbed the bell tower and the guy 
ran toward the bell and hit it with his 
head. They gave him the job.

The next day he went to ring the bell, 
tripped, bounced off the bell and fell to 
the sidewalk below. Two guys were 
walking past.

One asked, "Do you know this guy?"

The second guy responded, "No, but his 
face rings a bell."

(ba-dum-dum)

The next day, the dead bell ringer's twin 
brother comes in for the again vacant bell 
ringer position. He also has no arms. They 
lead him up to the bell tower, he runs at 
the bell, trips and falls to the sidewalk 

below.

The same two guys walk by.

The first asks, "Do you know him?"

The second guy responds, "No, but he's a 
dead ringer for the guy we saw 
yesterday.”

-John W.

“Excuse us, waiter; this coffee tastes 
like mud!” 
“Yes, sir. It’s fresh ground.” 

I knew I was going bald when I 
realized it was taking longer and 
longer to wash my face. 

A wife complains to her husband: 
“Just look at that couple down the 
block, how lovely they are. He keeps 
holding her hand, kissing her, holding 
the door for her… why can’t you do 
the same?” 
The husband: “Are you mad? I barely 
know that woman!” 

-Jeff S. 

Foolin’ 
  Around…
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The Nut Behind the Wheel Visits Mr. Roadshow

Oh, please. You didn’t think The 

Nut had abandoned you, did you? I just 
had some important stuff to do, you know, like finish 
reading 7-Minute Abs for the Woefully Inadequate, and 
trimming my toenails. But I’m back, now. 

 It’s not easy to impress The Nut, but one fellow who 
certainly impresses with his good nature and down-to-earth 
personality is the Mercury News’s Gary, “Mr. Roadshow” 
Richards. In fact, after mere hours of badgering, the 
amenable reporter generously agreed to do a photo shoot 
exclusively for First Class Glass. “Sure, fine, whatever. Just 
get off my porch, will ya,” came his gracious invitation.  

 I met with Gary in-between rain showers on 
Groundhog’s Day. After a warm greeting, he  introduced 
me to the infamous Roadshow Prius. Much to my surprise, 
he then challenged me to a hot lap around 
the Merc’s employee parking lot! I wasn’t 
buying into his smack talk, but when he 
pulled out his pink slip and said “put up, or 
shut up, Mr. Nu-ut”, pronouncing my nom-
de-plume in a snarky, sing-songy kind of way, 
that just made me want to smack him, well, 
baby... it was on.  
 We had no starting-line girls in short 
skirts to drop the flag, so Brian, a hairy guy 
from the press room stood before our snarling 
beasts, counted backwards from two, and 
threw down a brightly colored Sunday 
circular. 
 Here’s how it went: on the first corner I 

execute a perfect jack-knife apex rotation while Gary’s 
Prius fish-tails insecurely. On the second corner I pull a 
velvety drift. In the rearview mirror I see the Prius’ rear end 
slip out, clipping a passing newsie. At the half-way point 
I’m sure I’ve got it all sewn up, and then something weird 
happens. As I fly down the straightaway, I swear I hear 
Gary let out a squeal like a little girl, and suddenly the 
black Prius’s blunt nose is pushing past me! No problem, I 
say, I’m just not trying hard enough due to the odd number 
of stray kittens loitering around the parking lot course. Fie 
on kittens! I bury my right foot to the mat.  

 At the final corner I brake hard and blow the 
downshift. Gary never lets up, careening around the corner 
on two wheels, a slew of slobbery dog toys tumbling out of 
his passenger side window. 
 I make the downshift and unleash 400 foot-pounds of 
hell, but it’s too little, too late. Gary’s Toyota flies across the 
finish line a full ten feet ahead of me. 
 I climb out of the MachVI, my head bowed in disgrace. 
Gary, visibly shaken by the adrenaline rush, shakes my 
hand, but refuses to accept my pink slip. I ask him where 
he learned to drive like that and he softly says something 
like, “Rye froddle mush suck.” 
 “What?” I say, unable to clearly hear him over the wail 
of the approaching sirens. 
 “My throttle was stuck, you idiot! My throttle was 
stuck!”  Regardless of the reason, Gary’s mad skilz taught 
me to never again mess with a %$# Prius. 
  
 Thanks, Gary!

Jeff Sprague

Other than the photo shoot, this is a work of fiction. No newsies, kittens, or Prii were harmed in the writing of this article.

The Nut takes the month off, so in the spirit of the season we bring 
you a lightly edited re-print of this vintage article from April 2010…



RED-C+ March’s’ RED-C+ “Art of Food” run to the coast began with 12 Corvetters meeting for an early lunch at Dolce Bella Chocolate 
Cafe in West San Jose.  All then drove out to Scott's Valley for a tour of the Canepa Auto Museum for a look at their high dollar race cars 
and fabulous restoration shop.  From there the group drove leisurely down the coast through Carmel-by-the-Sea and into the Highlands to 
the 'Art of Cooking' site high in the mountains for a great view, champagne and intro to the facility.  Now a total of 16 Corvetters, we were 
treated to an indepth cooking lesson in the preparation of a superb dinner and conversation....

TGI Thursday 
at Bennigan’s

A great turn-out in 
Santa Clara on the day 
before St. Patrick’s Day. 
The weather was great, 

as was the food, the 
service, and company!

Many happy returns!



                                    

DeRose Winery

Trailer 
Clean-Up
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Hello Santa Clara Corvettes, 
our Auto-X season is coming at the 
beginning of April. Hope everyone 
has been fine tuning their Corvettes 

for a very eventful season. By the time you read this article 
we will  have our first 2 day event at the Cow Palace  on 
April 1-2. Weather was great and 
the competition was hot!

We  had  the  Trailer  Cleanup  on 
March  25  at  Mim  &  Chris 
Petersen’s  home  in  Campbell.  A 
tremendous amount of work was 
accomplished by the dedicated 35 
SCC Racers. All of our equipment 
was  inventoried,  tested,  repaired 
as  needed  and  maintenance 
performed.  It  is  amazing  to  see 
everyone  get  involved  and  take 
care  of  our  equipment.  Ask  me 
about “trailer lights” sometime…

Bob Weiss, of Competition Safety Gear was able to stop by 
for  a  while  and  helped  a  number  of  our  members  with 
helmet and other safety gear for auto-x and track days. Bob 
will  also be attending the Auto-X at the Cow Palace and 
will  be  a  featured  presenter  at  our  April  5th  General 
meeting. Many of us need new helmets and some of us are 
considering additional head & neck restraints particularly 
for Track Day personal safety. 

Our next Auto-X weekend is scheduled for April 29-30 at 
Marina. The weather will likely be “gorgeous and hot” and 
the competition will be hotter. For those that are interested 
in parking their motorhomes at Marina, here is the deal. We 
have  received  formal  approval  to  accommodate  up  to  5 

m o t o r h o m e s 
o v e r n i g h t 
Saturday  April 
29th.  There  is  no 
additional  charge 
for  this  but  we 
are  limited  to  5 
units.  If  you  are 
planning for this, 
please  contact 
me, in advance to 

be assured of a proper space. It is imperative that we follow 
the regulations, as set by the Marina Airport and Marina 
Motorsports. 

Thank you to all for your consideration and understanding 
in this matter.

Our May Auto-X will be on Sunday May 21 at the Cow 
Palace. This is our only one-day event this season. I would 
like to encourage everyone to attend the Car Show at Abel 

Chevrolet, in Rio Vista on 
Saturday May 20th. 

Lastly  the  Track  Day  season  is 
starting  to  get  lively.  May  11th 
Hooked  On  Corvettes  at 
Thunderhill  will  be  an  assume 
event.  Have  you  considered 
trying  a  Track  Day?   It  is  a  life 
changing  event  for  many  and 
great  way  to  learn  more  about 
your  corvette  and  more 
importantly to gain some “Bucket 
List”  experience  for  yourself.  I 
encourage  all  to  check  this  out. 

You  do  not  need  to  have  prior  experience  or  special 
equipment. This is what your Corvette was designed and 
built  for.  We  will  have  a  great  caravan  to  Thunderhill 
including parade Laps on May 10th. The Track Day on May 
11th will be very exciting, safe and quite rewarding for those 

who stick around. 

Please see this Link  https://www.hookedondriving.com/
event-details/Hooked_On_Corvettes_-_Thursday_-
_May_11

Well that is about all for the moment. Again a huge Thank 
You to all the SCC members that turned out for the trailer 
cleanup on March 25th.

See you at the Track

Collins Orton: Competition, Motorsports

Collins

https://www.hookedondriving.com/event-details/Hooked_On_Corvettes_-_Thursday_-_May_11
https://www.hookedondriving.com/event-details/Hooked_On_Corvettes_-_Thursday_-_May_11
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Campbell Auto Restoration is your  
source for parts, service, restoration, 
paint/body and high performance tuning 
of Corvettes from 1953 to now.  

We offer the following services and 
parts;  

Concours level restoration,  
Detailing and service,  
Track prep and tuning,  
Modifying and upgrading of all Corvettes.  
 
Baer Brake Systems,  
Recaro seats,  
Hotchkis Sport Suspension,   
Edelbrock superchargers...  

260 Cristich Lane A- 1   Campbell, Ca. 95008  

408.371.5522  
E - mail cmblautore@sbcglobal.net  

www.campbellautorestoration.com  

“Built to be Driven”“Built to be Driven”   

_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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Roadside Adventure
by Keith Mendia

continued…

I’m sure the Mendia’s wish this story was an April 
Fool’s feature, but unfortunately, it’s not. -ed

Sandy & I played hookie from 
the SCC Business Meeting on 
March 1 in order to travel to the 
Famoso Drag Strip located just 
north of Bakersfield.  Sandy 
needed to be at the track ready to 
go for the first round of time 
trials, racing her 1935 Plymouth 
business coupe (Bubba) in the 
Hot Rod Class at the March 
Meet, which is the largest 
nostalgia drag race held on the 
planet.  With the car loaded on the 
trailer attached to our Bounder 
motor home, provisions for the 
week and our Newfoundland, 
Yogi on board we headed out for 
Bakersfield early Wednesday 
morning needing to be there by 
5pm to get into the track.  A 
friend had told us to beware of 
the potholes on I-5 and armed 
with that information off we 
went. 

We got to the I-5 interchange and 
headed south for the 140 mile stretch 
before getting off at Lost Hills and 
heading east to Famoso Raceway. The 
potholes were out in force as reported 
and we did our best to dodge them but 
when your rig is almost 60’ long it is not 
safe to weave around them. About a half 
hour later a strange vibration happened 
and I slowed down from 60 to 55 to see 
if it made any difference and that is 
when all hell broke loose. We were in the 
far right lane when the front tire on the 
motor home exploded, dropping the front 
end down and forcing the coach to make 
a 30 degree right turn off the freeway.  I 
told Sandy “hold on” and down the 
embankment we went at 55 mph with the 
remains of the tire beating against the 
side of the coach.  As we angled down 
the embankment, I was most concerned 
that the coach would go on its side or 
that the car and trailer behind us would 
jackknife and flip the whole rig.  None 
of that happened and we leveled out in a 
flat area covered with grass about 2 feet 
high.   

We finally stopped, took a deep breath 
and got out to survey the damage.  We 
were in a flat area of soft dirt, high grass 
and well off the highway. Yogi got out of 
the coach, surveyed the scene and 

marked lots of grass and let us know he 
was OK. 

Sandy called AAA and they said help 
would be on the way in an hour but were 
having difficulty locating our position.  
While waiting for help to arrive, a very 
nice gentleman from Canada was 
heading south on I-5 with 
h i s s t r e e t r o d a n d 
matching color vintage 
trailer.  He passed by us 
and we noticed his cool 
ride. About 15 minutes 
later he came back 
around and pulled to the 
side of the highway to 
see if we were OK (he 
had to do a 14 mile loop 
out of his way to get 
back to us).  His name 
was Bill and he was on 
his way to a streetrod 
event in the LA area.  
We spent about an hour 
talking with him and 
touring his trailer and car before AAA 
showed up.  Another friend and fellow 
racer, Don Ashby from our drag race 
club, Juggers Racing Team, saw us off 
the road and stopped to check on us as 
well.  

The AAA technician checked out our 
plight and said he did not want to 
drive his rig down to where we were 
as he would get stuck.  I persuaded 
him to take the plunge as the ground 
was dry. After he got the rig close to 
us, the next task was to lift the motor 
home off the ground so the exploded 
tire and wheel could be taken off and 
the tire replaced with the new one we 
had asked him to bring.  We located 
some big blocks of wood and 
carefully rolled the coach up on top of 
them (not a very stable situation). He 
finally was able to get the jack under 
the coach and the wheel off and now 
proceeded to change this large tire by 
hand with a crowbar as his only tool.  
With the new tire on the rim and back 
on the coach, the next task was to try 
to drive the whole rig up the 
embankment and on to the shoulder 
of the highway and not get stuck or 
tip over. 

Just about this time a CHP officer 
stopped to survey the situation (we had 
been there for over 3 hours and this is 
the first CHP officer to stop!) With 
Sandy, Yogi and me back in the coach 
we headed up the embankment, on to the 
shoulder and accelerated up to speed 
merging with traffic (back on the road 
again!!).   

We arrived at Famoso 
too late to get into the 
track. Not to worry, we 
pulled into the parking 
lot in front of the track 
and would be first in line 
t o g e t i n t h e n e x t 
morning. We settled in, 
started the generator so 
we could have light and 
e l e c t r i c i t y t o c o o k 
dinner, relax and be SO 
thankful that we arrived 
safely. All of a sudden it 
got very quiet as the 
generator stopped. It 
d e c i d e d i t h a d h a d 

enough and was taking a vacation and 
would not be doing any more work this 
trip.  We had 2 camping lanterns in the 
coach and they would have to serve as 
our light.  Early to bed, a thankful prayer 
and await tomorrow. 
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Up at 6am, freshen up and be first in 
line to get the credentials to go in the 
track and get parked in our pit area. 
Sandy was able to make 2 passes that 
day and the car ran great. The 
weather was super and all was well. 
Our neighbor in the next pit was from 

New York and had a 7 second 
dragster and a big rig to haul it. He 
was so nice to offer to have us plug 
our coach in to his generator so we 
could have electricity. “Thanks to 
Steve and Sally for being great 
neighbors”! 

We have encouraged our Santa 
Clara Corvette friends to come to 
this crazy event and many have done 
so to support us over the years. This 
year Ron and Jan Minearo, Jim 
Barnes, Cris Schiebold and Jim 
Bailey joined us for the fun, racing 
and pit parties (thanks so much for 
the support and glad you could be 
part of this amazing event). There is 
so much going on there besides the 
racing which includes the swap meet, 
vendor row with just about anything 
you could think of car related, food 
and beverage vendors, BBQ dinner 
for the hot rod competitors and 
friends, walking through the pits and 
watching the top-fuel cars being 
worked on and the band and parties 
at night!!! 

Sandy won her first round of 
eliminations on Saturday morning 
and had the rest of the day off. We 
awoke Sunday morning to rain, 
strong winds and dark skies. The 
forecast said it would clear by late 
morning so we waited it out. The 
equipment was out drying the track 
about 10am and they called Sandy’s 
class to the staging lanes before 

noon. There were about 250 cars in 
the Hot Rod class to begin and half 
were eliminated Saturday.  Sandy 
came up to the line about 10 minutes 
after the eliminations started and did 
her burn-out and staged. The lights 
came down and she started first as 

the other car was a little faster on the 
dial-in.  He caught and passed her 
just before the ¼ marker and his “win 
light” came on and Sandy was 
eliminated. He had dialed in 10.330 
seconds and ran 10.331 (that is one 
thousandth of a second off perfect). If 
he had been .002 seconds quicker, he 
would have broken out and Sandy 
would have advanced. Drag racing is 
a non-forgiving sport and when you 
have been beaten, you go home as in 
“single elimination tournaments”. 

We watched the racing for awhile and 
then packed everything up, loaded 
the car on the trailer, said good bye to 
our many friends at the track and 
proceeded to come home. Having 
seen the condition of I-5, we decided 
to try US 99 for the trip home and it 
was much smoother and safer and 
NO DRAMA! 

So glad to be home, safe and in one 
piece and so thankful that our off 
road adventure happened in one of 
the few places that gave us a chance 
to survive it. Had it been at the 
reservoir or one of the hundreds of 
gullies, trees, telephone poles or the 
other front tire, well, let’s not think 
about those possibilities!!!! 

Keith, Sandy and Yogi 
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Welcome Santa Clara Corvette’s new sponsor!…
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Crook, Henry
Hector, Cindy
Lux, John
Bristol III, Thomas
Feldman, Mark
Hoffman, Mike
Leighton, Gary
Riccardi, Rick
Hsu, Harry
Johnson, Doug

04/06
04/10
04/10
04/11
04/11
04/15
04/15
04/19
04/26
04/30

April Birthdays

Kris	and	Collins	drove	to	Park	City,	Utah	to	ski	with	
friends	and	rela1ves	at	Park	City,	Canyons,	Deer	
Valley	and	Snow	Basin.	They	then	con1nued	their	
ski	road	trip	to	Sun	Valley,	Idaho	for	3	more	days	of	
skiing.	They	hadn’t	been	there	in	25	years	and	had	a	
great	1me.	Then	returned	to	Truckee	from	Sun	
Valley	where	they	hosted	SCC	President	Stuart	
Calhoun	for	more	skiing	at	North	Star	and	had	to	
deal	with	an	epic	amount	of	snow.	All	done,	they	
drove	2,200	miles	through	4	states!

Lou Marincovich is in the final stages 
o f p repar ing fo r the m id -May 
publication of his memoirs, True North, 
Hunting Fossils Under the Midnight 
Sun, which is based on his 30 years of 
p a l e o n t o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h a n d 
adventures in the Arctic. His book will 
be available as a print book or ebook 
through Amazon. His Amazon book 
page will be created by about the first 
week in May, when the book will be 
available for preorder. 

What’s News?

Betsy Franco and Lou 
Marincovich had the pleasure of 

attending the wedding of her 
youngest son Dave Franco to 
Alison Brie, both of whom are 
film and television actors, at a 

private ceremony in Los Angeles. 
The wedding was followed by a 

larger reception.

Jeff & Wendy 
Sprague just 

purchased their (near) 
dream home on 5+ 
acres on a wooded 

hilltop in Colfax, CA.
They will be moving to 
the Gold Country at the 
end of June and selling 
their beloved home in 
Morgan Hill later this 

summer. They are very 
sad to go but are 
looking forward to 

many new adventures.

Andy Hoepfner has a (another!) new horse in the stable. 
A few month ago he ordered athe Tesla Model S 100D, 
which is the latest and greatest Model S with the 
extended 100 KW/h battery pack with a 335 mile range.
He was supposed to pick up the car on March 15 but it 
turned out that the Department of Transportation did not 
certify the battery pack in time.

No, it does not have the ludicrous mode, and yes, it will 
still beat the Corvette 0-60.  “Anyone up for a race for 
Pink Slips? – Kidding, I would never do that to my 
Corvette friends.” 

Recently the Knitten Kittens decided to try something different 
when Shirley Svindal invited them to spend the day throwing dice 
instead of during crafty stuff. They enjoyed a brunch and a couple 
of hours of Bunco. The event was hosted by San Jose Parlor No. 
81, Native Daughters of the Golden West and was a fund raiser 

for their general fund. NDGW is a fraternal and patriotic  
organization whose aim is to preserve California’s history and better 

the quality of life through active participation in education and 
community service.

Our club has 6 admission tickets to the National Corvette 
Museum in Kentucky that we were given when we renewed 
our membership. They are good until March 31, 2018, so if 

you plan to visit Bowling Green, see Shirley Martin for tickets.



                                    

Now Playing! 

Dolby 

ATMOS 

Surround 

Sound!

317 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Phone: (650) 948-5047

Guaranteed Best Tire Prices

Ask for Sam

 B & B Custom Designs
Custom Screen Printing
Yolanda & Jack Atkinson

621 Hillside Blvd
So. San Francisco, CA. 94080

(650) 873-5552
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 2017 Board of Directors

President: Stuart Calhoon 
650-465-5523  stuvette@gmail.com 

Vice-President: Phil Moser 
669-224-4920  mpmoser@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Nicole Wilson 
510-363-4375  nicole121wilson@gmail.com 

Social Directors: Keith Mendia 408-268-7411 
kmendia@comcast.net & David Wilson 

408-464-4444  dojeseller@hotmail.com 

Publications Director: Jeff Sprague 
408-763-8030  jeffrsprague@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Shirley Martin 
408-838-8600  treasurer@sccorvettes.org 

Motorsports Director:  Collins Orton 
650-208-9035 PipeDr96@aol.com 

Car Show Director: Dave Katz 
408-203-4145  DCK68@aol.com 

Membership Director: Cliff Martin 
408-688-6449  dervet07@gmail.com 

Appointed Positions 

SCC Historian: Keith Mendia 
408-268-7411   kmendia@comcast.net 

WSCC Representative: Jerry Banks 
408-702-7848   j.lbanks@comcast.net 

National Corvette Museum Ambassador:  
Buzz Marston 

408-353-3500  buzz@wscc.ws 

Webmaster: Scott Simpson 

Points Chair: Sandy Mendia 
408-888-0643  slmendia@comcast.net 

Hospitality Chair: Gary Leighton 
408-858-0940  garywleighton@gmail.com 

Club Wear Chair: Reesa Lawton 
408-410-1139  ral129@hotmail.com 

Goodwill Ambassador: Rob Lezama 
650-922-1210  RobbieRobbie58@yahoo.com  

Corvette Spectacular Chairs:  
Robert Kuwada 

Cliff Martin

FIRST CLASS GLASS 
The monthly publication of the Santa Clara Corvettes club 

Incorporated in 1975 
Mailing Address: 

Santa Clara Corvettes 
P.O. Box 2634 

Santa Clara, CA 95055-2634 
Statements appearing in FIRST CLASS GLASS are those of the authors and 

do not necessarily constitute an opinion of SCC, officers, or editors. 
Permission to reprint any material herein is granted provided full credit is 
given to First Class Glass, SCC, and the author(s). First Class Glass is not 

affiliated with General Motors. “Corvette” and the Corvette emblem are 
registered trademarks of General Motors, Inc.

Race Street Rally
Serving Santa Clara Corvettes for 40 Years 

1995 Lafayette Street, Santa Clara

Five Star Reviews by Facebook, Yelp, BirdEye 
and Yellow Pages

Servicing all generations of Corvettes

Max Krewson has completely restored and rebuilt two Mid-Year 
cars and engines for SCC member Chuck Cry who is totally 

pleased with the results. “Max is trustworthy, knowledgeable and 
always has time for his customers”.

Stuff for Sale 

Two sets of Auto-X / Track wheels and tires for C6 Z06 / Grand 
Sport. First set is original Z06 wheels with Toyo R888 Tires 
275/40/18 fronts and 325/30/19 rears.

Second set: aftermarket wheels, black with machined ace, with 
Kumho 710's 305/30/18 fronts and 335/30/19 rears.
Contact Jerry Banks@ j.lbanks@comcast.net for more info.
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SCC Calendar of Events

*Some dates may be added after this goes to press so always 
check the sccorvettes.org website for the most current 

1-2	 Mad Cow II Auto X 	 	  
5	 General Meeting 	 	  
13	 TGIT - Longhorn, Snyvale 	  
23	 Legend on Display	 	  
29	 Auto-X, Marina	 	  
29	 Lodi Picnic in the Park 
29 	 Car Show at the Villages 
30	 Pacific Coast Dream Machines

APRIL 2017
   Sun    Mon   Tue    Wed    Thu     Fri      Sat 

   1

2 3    4 5 6   7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18   19 21 22

23   24   25  26 28 29

30       

  20

  27

MAY 2017
   Sun    Mon   Tue    Wed    Thu     Fri      Sat 

  1  2 3 4 5 6

7 8    9 10 11   12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23   24 26 27

28   29 30  31

      

  25

 

3	 General Meeting 	 	  
6	 NCCA 60th Banquet 
10	 Maxwell BBQ/Thunderhill 
11	 Track Day - Thunderhill 
13-14	 Vettes & Vino Roadtrip 
18	 TGIT - TBA 
20	 Abel All GM Car Show 
21	 Mad Cow III - Auto X

Ron and Jan Minearo compete 
at the Famoso Raceway where 

Jan proves to be a natural.

Why we 
never take 

our 
Corvettes 

to 
WalMart.
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Santa Clara Corvettes is a not-for-profit organization formed to appreciate the Chevrolet Corvette. Our monthly business meetings are held 
on the first Wednesday of each month at the Los Altos Masonic Building, 146 Main Street in downtown Los Altos (1/2 block up from San 

Antonio Rd.) Meetings start at 7:00 PM. All interested Corvette owners and enthusiasts are invited to attend. For more information, contact 
anyone on the Board of Directors, or write to: Santa Clara Corvettes, P.O. Box 2634, Santa Clara, CA 95055-2634. Visit us on the internet at 

www.sccorvettes.org for info, pictures, and the latest events. 
Send contributing articles and photos to: jeffrsprague@gmail.com

 To:

Postage

P.O. Box 2634 
Santa Clara, CA 

95055-2634

Jerry Banks, Nick & Joyce Feimer, David Johnston, Buzz & Ruth Marston, Roger & Maxine Wiley and 
Margie Zamora attended the celebration of life for NCCA member Carole Robinson held at the Ledson 
Winery in Sonoma. The weather that day was amazing-just as was Carole’s life story. Upon arrival there 
was a sunny/blue sky break in the intermittent rain clouds and by the time we walked to the entrance to 
the winery it began to hail like none of us had seen before. The hail increased in velocity and size for 
several minutes and made for treacherous footing while walking to the event tent. The celebration of life 
was very touching and emotional for all present as many shared their experiences with Carole. We all left 
wishing that we had been able to spend more time with this amazing person.

Carole Robinson’s Memorial and Celebration 
of Life, Ledson Winery

http://www.sccorvettes.org
mailto:davidjohnston101@comcast.net
http://gmail.com
http://www.sccorvettes.org
mailto:davidjohnston101@comcast.net
http://gmail.com

