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Greg Selzer – President
Charging back to life.
2020 is going to go down as
“that year.” First, we had a global COVID‐19
pandemic. Then our whole country experienced the
peaceful BLM protests and the strain of some pretty
destructive riots. Just as that seemed to be quieting
down, we had lightning storms—in August—that
were more lightning than rain, which set off more
fires than Cal Fire could handle. Sadly, many families
have been evacuated, and some have lost their
homes and all their belongings. In this crazy year, I
now refuse to say that it couldn’t get any worse.
Unbelievably, it is against this backdrop that Santa
Clara Corvettes moves forward. We have recognized
milestone birthdays and graduations with safe car
parade celebrations. We have raised thousands of
dollars for Second Harvest Food Bank, and we have
supported a Red Cross blood drive. In the spirit of
maintaining strong ties with the membership, Linda
and Cheryl work hard to keep our TGIT’s interesting
and entertaining, while the SCC Board continually
works to identify possible face to face events.
Unexpectedly, the first face to face events that we
could hold turned out to be autocrosses. Since they
are outdoor events, spread over a very large area,
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safe social distancing is relatively
easy. The Motorsports team researched the county
and state health orders to identify what they had to
do differently in order to comply with current health
orders. That included limiting the event to 50
peopleand eliminating common use items, which
drove us to a virtually paperless event. Stuart
researched and implemented online registration and
waiver processes and tools. Meanwhile, Collins
procured all the PPE materials necessary including
spare facemasks and gloves, hand sanitizer, surface
disinfectants, and an infrared thermometer for
taking people’s temperatures. Even the time slips
were eliminated in the spirit of safety. In all, easily
over 200 man hour went into preparing for these
new COVID compliant events.
On July 25th and 26th and again on August 15th and
16th Stuart, Collins, and the very dedicated Autocross
Army put on their usual, well oiled events. Even with
all the changes, they went on without a hitch. As
always, the quality of their events were outstanding
and something that Santa Clara Corvettes can be
proud of. Thank you all.
See you soon!

Greg Selzer

About the Cover
Cheryl and Lee Klynn took National Corvette
Museum delivery of their C7 Stingray in 2015. On
the way home, Cheryl took this photo near
Moab, gateway to both Arches and Canyonlands
National Parks, among other scenic vistas.
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Al Thompson – Membership Director
Greetings, Santa Clara Corvettes!
Fall is approaching, and we are
finishing the third quarter. Usually, September is the
month we prep, plan, and anxiously await Spectacular—
but not this year. Downtown Los Altos will not be
brimming with Corvette enthusiasts, as we will not be
hosting a car show this year.
Speaking of enthusiasts, we had one member with a C6
join this past month, the first since COVID‐19 began in
March. This brings our membership total to 179. Please
take some time to welcome and connect with our newest
member Mr. David Mills.
Here are a few reminders to help you stay engaged and
connected:
1. Here are a few reminders to help you stay engaged
and connected.
2. Make sure you are receiving credit for all the online
events you participated in. Message Sandy Mendia to
confirm your status.

SCC Pink Hat Competition
An old tradition was reinstated at our August autocross
events. There used to be a friendly competition amongst
SCC drivers where each driver would be assigned a
handicap based on his previous performance. Then,
when these handicaps were applied to the times at a new
event, the driver with the slowest time would be
awarded a pink cap—the Tire Bitch hat—which he/ she
would be obliged to wear at the next event.
Linda Lariz made the prize hat for us, with the SCC logo,
“Tire Bitch,” and “Auto‐X 2020” added.
Anthony Olea won the hat on Saturday (although Keith
Mendia mistakenly received the hat to wear on Sunday),
and Ron Minearo won it on Sunday. Ron will get to wear
it at the Sept. 5 event. New handicaps for the Sept.
events will be calculated by adding in the August results.
For those who want to know how the sausage is made,
here are the details. The handicaps were based on results
of the July events. Stuart and Anthony Olea were
basically tied for 2nd place on Sunday, July 25. Rick
Bronner came in first, but he did worse the day before,
so the average differences put Stuart and Anthony
ahead. As a result, Stuart and Anthony both got a 0.0
handicap. Everybody else got a handicap based on their
4

3. This month’s edition of First‐Class Glass, as well as
previous months’ highlight club activities and are
cataloged on the SCC website.
4. FCG is always on the lookout for cover car photos.
Reach out to Geno Brickey at geno116@sbcglobal.net
or Steve Wells at corvette@wizardtechlab.com if you
would like your rod featured.
As the fourth quarter approaches, the board will be
planning and making decisions on how to best serve you
during these unprecedented times, so if you have any
interests or ideas for the club to consider, send them in.
Have a great month,

Al Thompson

average difference from Stuart and Anthony’s time
Saturday and Sunday, July 25–26. We applied the same
handicap to the results of both August 15 and 16. For the
September events, we will do the calculations using the
July
and
the
August data
Note that Robert
Courtney figured
out the winning
strategy. He had a
slower car at the
July events, his C6
convertible, and
so got a large
handicap. Then he
brought a faster car. his C7 Grand Sport, to the August
events and, with handicap, beat everybody by two
seconds. 
New handicaps will be calculated based on the average
of all four events held so far, the July and August events.
They will be applied to the September results. As more
results are included in the averages, the more accurate
they should become.
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Steve Wells – Publications Director
Found Between the Seat and the Console
Ordinarily, I’d keep my ramblings,
both physical and journalistic, to a
single page, but this time, I’ll take
two pages for a multi‐purpose cross‐country adventure.
First, I flew to Florida to purchase my brother’s 2019 Grand
Sport and get it home to San Jose. His new Arctic White C8
is scheduled to be built the week of September 21st.

Second, I was engaging in another cross‐country road trip,
akin to when I purchased my C5 in Florida in 2007.

Third, I was reconnoitering for a club trip that I’m
proposing for early April 2024, when a total solar eclipse
will pass up through Mexico, curve through Ohio, and exit
the US from Maine into Canada.

Shortly after the 2017 eclipse, I set my
2024 target as Kerrville, Texas (and adjacent Ingram)
because of long totality duration, easy access, and
likelihood of good weather.
My first item of note heading west was the entry to
Mississippi. With my focus on language, much of this
voyage is told in signs, like this first one in the state. How
did someone get to the middle of a grass median to crash
it? How does MS and Jackson County let it stay this way?

Next was Louisiana. (Backwards, it’s a‐NAY‐si‐YOU‐ALL.)
For years, I’ve used a nom‐de‐plume based on the following
sign, which I first saw 13 years ago. But, I spell my handle
as Gautier Van Cleave. (1st name pronounced GAW‐tea‐yay.)

Across the unending 20‐mile Atchafalaya Basin Bridge.

Continued on page 16
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Cheryl Klynn
Linda Lariz
Social Directors
As we enter month seven of
our Shelter‐in‐Place we find
ourselves not only dealing with Covid‐19 boredom,
but now we have to deal with rampant fires,
smoke, and ash. We find ourselves wondering if we
are going to experience all ten of the biblical
plagues—water turning to blood, frogs, lice, flies,
livestock pestilence, boils, hail, locusts, darkness,
and the killing of firstborn children. We certainly
hope not, but who knows what next trial awaits us.
On a happier note, we can report that our TGITs
are bringing a lot of fun and chatter into our
homes twice a month. It’s great to see how
everyone is faring—long hair, ponytails,
mustaches—each meeting brings a new look for
the participants.
Our August 13 TGIT “Mask Up” was very
entertaining. We chatted for about 30 minutes to
make sure that everyone had joined and
proceeded to don our masks. Creativity reigned,
and the masks were great. Harem girls, clowns,
spiders, crazy mustaches. Well done, friends! Your
Social Directors had said we would be judging, and
here’s our decision. You were ALL winners. Awards
to follow.
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As we write this report, we are
looking forward to our second TGIT
of the month, “Taco Thursday”. We
will be dining together just as if we were out at a venue
(sort of), but without sharing chips and salsa. We’re
hoping to see take‐out from Casa Lupe, Pizz’A Chicago,
The Spot, Fiesta Vallarta, and some of our other
sponsors and hosts. We’ll report back next month.
(Credit to David Wilson for suggesting this theme.)
If you have any suggestions for themes for our
September TGITs, please let us know. We are delighted
to have your ideas—extra point for creativity!
We do have an event in the planning stages for 2021.
The Southern Oregon Corvette Association is going to
host their “Corvette Weekend” on July 9, 10, and 11.
Several SCC members attended in 2019, and we had a
blast. The event is held in Grant’s Pass, Oregon every
other year and is big fun. They have not yet set their
itinerary for the event, but tell us that it will look very
much like the 2019 event.

Friday morning – Free Car Wash (They did a great
job and dried the cars with a lawn blower.)
Friday afternoon – Wildlife Images Guided Tour.

First Class Glass
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Continued from page 8

Events continued
Friday night – Blind Golf Cart Race (You had to
see it to believe it.)
Saturday morning – Car Show (including a raffle
and a wonderful BBQ lunch.)
Saturday afternoon – Funkahana (adjacent to
the car show.)
Saturday late‐afternoon – Jet Boat Dinner
Cruise (Awesome! See the pictures below.)
After – Dessert meet up.
Sunday morning – Breakfast including trophy
presentation.
After – Optional drive to Crater Lake.

year. But… If you think you
would like to attend, we
strongly recommend that you
book your hotel reservations. SOCA is holding a
block of rooms at The Riverside Inn Resort, 541‐476‐
6873 and The Redwood Hyperion Suites 888‐535‐
8824. Please tell the clerk that you are to be placed
with the CORVETTE WEEKEND block.
Several of us have already made our reservations at
the Riverside Inn. All rooms have patios or balconies
that overlook the Rogue River. We strongly
recommend you book soon if you are interested in
attending.
Hopefully, the next couple of months will bring less
anxiety and strife. Be well, be happy, and drive your
beast!

We are, of course, in the very early planning stages.
After all, it’s 11 months out, and who knows what
2021 will bring? More to follow after the first of the
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Cliff’s C8

The Suspense is Over

We have all been anxiously waiting to see who
might be the first Santa Clara Corvettes member to
actually receive a brand‐new, mid‐engine, C8!
Although SCC has not been as communicative as
usual over the past five months, we believe this is
the first member to have his very own C8 parked in
his driveway. A couple of members have C8s on
order but have not yet received them. The lucky
man is Cliff Martin, who had to search the whole
country for what he wanted and finally found the
exact match in Florida. An enclosed van delivered it
early Thursday morning, August 13th.

Cliff got to drive around the corner to his house where
he had to leave it parked until he cleared the proper
paperwork with DMV and had the Vette smogged. He
dedicated the remainder of Thursday to satisfying DMV
regulations and should be able to start breaking it in on
Thursday night or Friday morning.
Congratulations Cliff!!!

The car is a strikingly beautiful Long Beach Red
Metallic Tintcoat with Natural interior and fully
loaded with the the LT3 package to include Z51,
front end lifting and Trident wheels with Spectra
Gray Machined finish.
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Cross-Country C7 Drive

(Continued)

When you first see the Calcasieu River Bridge, you’re sure
something is wrong. Why is it so steep? At the Visitor’s
Bureau in Lake Charles, they told me the bridge is going to
be replaced with a better one soon, but after the recent
hurricane there, all of Lake Charles is devastated.

Texas: A recent spoof report might as well have been real.
https://genesiustimes.com/the‐1‐attraction‐in‐california‐
this‐year‐is‐texas/

with all the trimmings. It’s free if you eat it in one hour. I
had the capacity, but when my time ran out, I still had 9
ounces of beef left. I know how to do better next time. 
The secret is water! Here’s what it looked like when I was
about a third of the way through. Chewing it takes time!

Danger! Snakes. And possibly icy roads and bridges
everywhere. Meanwhile, the temperature outside was 111°.

Having driven 917 miles within Texas, I can count myself as
one of the visitors to this #1 California attraction.

Tucumcari, New Mexico: on Historic Route 66. I gave the
motel owner the leftover steak for his dog. We got to
talking about classic movies and continued to 2 AM. In the
morning my brother called, “Take pix of the Blue Swallow.”

Sedona, Arizona, named after Sedona Schnebly (really!).

This bottom picture is The Big Texan Steak Ranch in
Amarillo, where I took the Challenge: it’s a 72‐ounce steak

16

Nearly home I got a call, “Daddy, where are you? I have
friends over. We’re waiting to see the new Corvette.”
And…
That’s what I found between the seat and the new console.
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Collins Orton
Stuart Calhoon
Competition Motorsports Directors
Autocross Report – AUG 15–16

Top Time of Day Winners

Our second autocross weekend of
the year is over! Not as much preparatory work as the July
events, but still a slog of work that had Collins and Stuart
worn out by the end. Bottom line, we had another two
successful days of autocross action at the Cow Palace.

Saturday

The weather was a factor at this event. While Saturday was
sunny and hot, even muggy, Sunday broke with a big
thunder and lightning storm that woke everybody up
about 3 AM. Part of this storm lasted all day, as we got
occasional rain (and a bit of lightning). Fortunately, the
rain was brief, and the course dried quickly, so no run
groups were totally washed out.

Corvettes – Men
Corvettes – Women
Non‐Corvettes

Corvettes – Men
Corvettes – Women
Non‐Corvettes

Steven Smith
Helen Landis
Ric Quinonez

’02 C5 Z06
’04 C5 Z06
A‐mod car

Sunday

Anthony Olea ’07 C6 Z06
Helen Landis
’04 C5 Z06
Dave Dunwoodie ’70 911

Here is a photo of Ric Quinonez’s A‐mod car, which beat
everybody else by several seconds.

The after‐effects of this storm were severe. This was the
lightning storm that started hundreds of fires over
California. We didn’t realize it that day, but our state was in
for a severe group of fires that (so far) has burned nearly a
million acres, forced the evacuation of over 65,000
citizens, and killed 5. Two WSCC autocrossers burned out
of their home were Ken and Marci Albers, NBCA, who lived
in Vacaville.
As with the July events, we were at capacity both days,
having sold out early, and then replacing cancellations with
wait‐list people.
Numbers for the event: 81 entries on Saturday, 83 on
Sunday. Half of the entries were Corvettes. 43% of the
entries were WSCC members.

Another vehicle of interest was a ’64 Jeep J300 that showed
up on Sunday. An amazing project car belonging to Woody
Robinson, about the only remaining Jeep part on the car is
the body. With a tube frame, it’s a custom‐built race car with
a Corvette engine. Woody is new to autocrossing, and he’s a
great guy. He helped us set up at the Cow Palace on Friday
afternoon, and he’s signed up to run on Sept. 6, so say, “Hi,”
and check out his car, I mean truck.
And once again, many thanks to everybody who helped out
in making this event happen. Our Autocross Army is
essential to our success.

Stuart Calhoon &

20

First Class Glass

Collins Orton

Santa Clara Corvettes

Santa Clara Corvettes

First Class Glass

21

Romulo Rimando
Competition Car Show Director
Do You Review Your Insurance
Policy Regularly?
The recent California wildfires are an important
reminder to review your home coverages in the event
of any emergency. It is vital to periodically check your
homeowner’s insurance policy with your agent to
determine if your policy is sufficient. I personally
perform an insurance check‐up with my insurance
agent every year.
Home ownership is the largest investment most
people make, so there is more significant weight
placed on one’s home policy. Unfortunately, the same
emphasis on classic, or non‐operative vehicles parked
or stored in the garage is often overlooked or
underestimated.
Many people do not typically have full insurance
coverage on vehicles that are not driven regularly.
You should evaluate if coverage is needed, and how
much, to reduce any additional financial loss.
Reviewing appropriate deductibles can also help you
understand any out of pocket costs in the event of a
claim. Know your policy exclusions, and regularly
check the replacement value vs the market value of
your home and automobiles, since these costs can
rise each year.

Those who do not own often regret
not having any type of renter’s insurance and
consider these policies only when it becomes too late.
Couples who live together, but are not married, also
discover that the policy only applies to the policy
owner, and not a fiancé or significant other in event
of a loss.
It is also important to have an evacuation plan and be
cognitive of all important documents. Consider an
alternate location to store vehicles, and animals, if
you must evacuate. Of course, personal safety and
prescriptions should be priorities. Only if time allows,
grab mementos, jewelry, or other valuables that
cannot be replaced. Most families do not have an
inventory of their personal belongings, so remember
to have photos, or videos available for insurance
purposes. Lastly, no one likes to talk about
death/tragedy, but does your family know your
personal wishes, or where to find your last will and
testament?
FEMA, NFPA, Red Cross, CDC, and many insurance
companies have guidance to provide basic wildfire
advice
and
awareness.
Regular
planning,
preparedness, and communication are good habits
for everyone to practice.

2004 Corvette for Sale: Magnetic Red Metallic II with Light Oak Interior

Romulo Rimando
138,300 miles

SCC current (and past) Publications Co‐Director,
Steve Wells, is selling his well‐maintained
2004 C5. The last year of pop‐up headlights!
$14,500 or best offer
• Lambo doors conversion
• Transparent roof panel
• Upgraded sound system w/ Subwoofer
• CB Radio
• Window Valet (by Top Down Tech)
• Color‐coordinated storage route bag
• Color‐coordinated storage console pouch
• Cargo area has a removable large storage tray
• Custom‐fit rubber mats for foot‐wells/cargo area

Phone: 408‐365‐7700
22
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2020 Board of Directors
President

Greg Selzer
President@SCCorvettes.org

Vice-President

Cameron Brown
VP@SCCorvettes.org

Secretary

Ken Jacksteit
Secretary@SCCorvettes.org

Social Directors
650-207-4497

Cheryl Klynn
Social@SCCorvettes.org &
Linda Lariz
Social@SCCorvettes.org

408-802-1755

Publications Directors Geno Brickey
geno116@sbcglobal.net &
Steve Wells
408-365-7707
corvette@wizardtechlab.com
Treasurer

Alan Templeton
Treasurer@SCCorvettes.org

Motorsports Directors Stuart Calhoon
Motorsports@SCCorvettes.org &
Collins Orton
650-208-9035
PipeDr96@outlook.com
Car Show Director
408-499-7353

Romulo Rimando
CarShow@SCCorvettes.org

Membership Director
310-877-5377

Al Thompson
Membership@SCCorvettes.org

Appointed Positions
SCC Historian
408-268-7411

Keith Mendia
keithmendia@gmail.com

WSCC Representative Malcolm Lawton
408-464-1538
mbl123@hotmail.com
National Corvette Museum Ambassador
Buzz Marston
408-353-3500
buzz@wscc.ws
FIRST CLASS GLASS

The monthly publication of the Santa Clara Corvettes club

Incorporated in 1975
Mailing Address:
Santa Clara Corvettes
P.O. Box 2634
Santa Clara, CA 95055-2634
Statements appearing in FIRST CLASS GLASS are those of
the authors and do not necessarily constitute an opinion of
SCC, officers, or editors. Permission to reprint any material
herein is granted provided full credit is given to First Class
Glass, SCC, and the author(s). First Class Glass is not
affiliated with General Motors. “Corvette” and the Corvette
emblem are registered trademarks of General Motors, Inc.
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Social Media

Mike Mak
Mikem@tpsmotorsports.com

Points Chair
408-888-0643

Sandy Mendia
sandymendia81@gmail.com

Hospitality Chair
408-355-5035

Ken Edgar
banyon51@aol.com

Club Wear Chair
408-859-8301

Jan Minearo
Jminearo@yahoo.com

Goodwill Ambassador Shirley Svindal
408-247-4881
svindal2@comcast.net
Corvette Spectacular Chairs
408-464-4444
David & Nicole Wilson
Nicole121wilson@gmail.com
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SCC Upcoming Events!
September 2020
Sun

Mon

October 2020

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

2
5–6
7
10
20
24
27
30

(Virtual) Business Meeting
Autocross Cancelled
Labor Day – Track Day: Laguna Seca
(Virtual) TGIT Theme: Patriot’s Day
Spectacular Cancelled
(Virtual) TGIT Staying safe
Train: Williams to the Grand Canyon
Board Meeting

1
3–4
7
10
28
31

Drive home from Williams, AZ
NBCA Autocross – Thunderhill
(Virtual) Business Meeting
Cars in the Park – Marina
(Virtual) Board Meeting
IMSA Championship – Laguna Seca

Birthdays & Anniversaries
09/01
09/03
09/04
09/04
09/09
09/09
09/11
09/13
09/15
09/16
09/17
09/18
09/22
09/24
09/26
09/27
09/28
09/29

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Gil Garcia
Robert Kuwada
Ashley Kennedy
David Katz
Janet Radonich
Mary Varga
Malcolm Lawton
Tony Olea
Jack Atkinson
Devin Pauley
Collins Orton
Linda Lariz
Lou Marincovich
Lisa Selzer
Alan Templeton
Leslie Boone
Debbie Hutchings
Nick Feimer

Santa Clara Corvettes

2002 – Pete Sommer
2012 – Bill Clark
2012 – Sue Clark
2017 – Gary Jones
2018 – Glen Davis
2018 – Sandy Davis
2018 – Nancy Leras
2018 – Nick Leras
2018 – Imre Varga
2018 – Mary Varga
2019 – David Hanks
2019 – Debra Hanks
2019 – Kris Kaehler
2019 – Mike Mak
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P.O. Box 2634
Santa Clara, CA
95055-2634

To:
Postage

Bob and Joannie See 8 Generations of Corvettes at Blackhawk

Santa Clara Corvettes is a not-for-profit organization formed to appreciate the Chevrolet Corvette. Our monthly business
meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Los Altos Masonic Building, 146 Main Street in downtown Los Altos
(½ block up from San Antonio Rd.) Meetings start at 7 PM. All interested Corvette owners and enthusiasts are invited to attend.
For more information, contact anyone on the Board of Directors, or write to: Santa Clara Corvettes, P.O. Box 2634, Santa
28Clara, CA. 95055-2634. Visit us on the internet at www.sccorvettes.org
First Class Glass for information, pictures, and the latest
Santaevents.
Clara Corvettes

